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TOEIC®ZBRE DIFHRE/ LR —TOEIC® Scale
Anchoring Study '
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2006 fE{zY=a—T V&M= TOEIC (¥ TOEIC) X,
REOEBEEREZLIVBRSIBMLIHELE,
Evidence-Centered Design(ECD)* Scale Anchoring
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Toe 212, FRI AT EDOBE T, EFR L FIFL
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A meta-analysis of task type effects on listening and
reading test performance
Yo In’nami
(Kanda University of International Studies)

Prof. In’nami talked about “a meta-analysis of task type
effects on listening and reading test performance.” In
his study, by contrasting a narrative approach to
synthesizing findings, Prof. In’nami conducted a
meta-analysis on the effects of three types of tasks on
listening and reading test performance. A total of
twenty-nine studies retrieved through a thorough search
of the literature was the basis for estimates of mean
effect sizes for listening and reading task type effects.
Results using the fixed and random effects models of
meta-analysis show that task type effects vary and are
not sufficiently similar across studies except for in L2
listening. The difficulty order of multiple choice (MC)
being the easiest, followed by open ended (OE) and
then by summary gap filling (SG) tasks is observed
across skills, languages, and research designs
(independent-group, and repeated-measure with or
without counterbalancing). The degree of task type
effect difference is medium to large for MC vs. OF
tasks and small to medium for OE vs. SG tasks,
although the degree of MC vs. SG task type difference
is wide-ranging and not very clear. Prof. In’nami



discussed implications and directions for future
research as well.
Reported by Yuji Nakamura (Keio University)

A Dual-Testlet Approach to Student Placement
Toshihiko Shiotsu (Kurume University)

In his presentation, Prof. Shiotsu discussed an in-house
development and administration of a placement test
which was to place incoming students into three level
divisions of the newly introduced Core English course.
The test was designed to have a close interface between
the test items and the prospective contents of
instruction. Thus, the test consisted of two “testlets”
of distinct difficulty levels corresponding to the higher
two of the three level divisions. Student performance
on each testlet constituted the primary source of
placement decision; i.e., sufficient performance on the
Easier Testlet was judged as evidence of readiness for a
at least the Middle Level, in which case performance on
the More Difficult Testlet was also consulted for
decision on the student’s readiness for the High Level.
A Rasch-based calibration of item difficulty was
conducted following a pilot testing with 1028 students,
and the test revision took account of both quantitative
test data and qualitative feedback data from individuals,
who proctored and took the pilot test. The completed
test was conducted to the target population of 1460 for
the actual student placement and it functioned in a
reasonable way. Prof. Shiotsu also illustrated some of
the known issues and limitations of the approach.
Reported by Yuji Nakamura (Keio University)

Validation of the EBB Scales for the Story Retelling
Speaking Test
Akiyo Hirai (University of Tsukuba)
Rie Koizumi (Tokiwa University)

The EBB (Empirically derived, Binary-choice,
Boundary-definition) scoring scales are claimed to be
easy to use and highly reliable though required less
time for rater training. However, it has been questioned
whether the EBB scales can be applied to any tasks and
whether scores rated by the EBB scales can be closely
related to the scores rated by other existing scales. This
presentation focused on these validity issues regarding
the EBB scales. Hirai and Koizumi developed a highly
practical semi-direct speaking test called the Story
Retelling Speaking Test (SRST), and in the context of
the SRST, they compared the reliability and
characteristics of the EBB scales with those of the
modified FSI analytic scales. Fifty-two
low-intermediate EFL learners were asked to read and
retell each of the four stories in the SRST sessions.
Later, their SRST performances were evaluated by six
raters using the EBB and the analytic scales, both of
which had four rating criteria. D-studies in the
generalizability theory were carried out using
mGEMOVA to examine how many stories are needed
to achieve high reliability. Multi-facet Rasch analyses
(partial credit scale model) were also made using Facets

to identify the characteristics of the EBB and analytic
scales. The results showed that in order to achieve a
generalizability coefficient of .70 or more, two stories
would be necessary except for the grammar criterion in
both rating scales. The results also showed that the
EBB scales, though less practical, were more
appropriate than the analytic scales in terms of the
stability of rater severity and the difficulty of levels in
each criterion.

Reported by Katsumasa Shimada

(Momoyama Gakuin University)

Exploring Korean Students' Perceptions of Test
Fairness
Jungtae Kim (Yonsei University)
Seo Young Yun (Hankuk Univ. of Foreign Studies)

Professor Jungtae Kim of Yonsei University and his
student, Seo Young Yun of Hankuk University of
Foreign Studies reported on their research using the
questionnaire data to examine the perceptions of test
fairness concerning the TOEFL iBT among Korean
students. As you might expect, they found that the
perception of faimess differed according to the reasons
the students had for taking the TOEFL iBT. But, in
my opinion, the most important finding was that
perceptions of cultural faimness are multi-faceted. The
findings of Professors Kim and Yun should make us
wary of speaking of test fairness without considering
the context of the test and the test takers.

Reported by Randy Thrasher (Prof. Emeritus, ICU)

Ratings of Korean students’ English language oral
proficiency
Hyun-Ju Kim (Dankook University)

Professor Hyun-Ju Kim of Dankook University, began
by pointing out the variety of English used in the world
and her study examined the attitudes of Korean,
Malaysian, and UK English teachers toward the
teaching of these varieties which have been called
World Englishes. She discovered that not only did
different groups of teachers have different attitudes
toward World Englishes, their attitudes impacted not
just their choice of materials but their teaching as well.
Those with a negative attitude toward World Englishes
were more likely to consider the teaching correct
pronunciation and intonation more important than the
teaching of other language skills. The issue of
varieties of English has not been deeply considered by
testing scholars in Japan and Professor Kim’s study
should give us much to think about.

I found both presentations from the Korea English
Language Testing Association (KELTA) very
stimulating and my only regret was that so few
members of JLTA were able to attend these sessions.

Reported by Randy Thrasher (Prof. Emeritus, ICU)
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@ The JLTA office would be grateful if you could update us on your recent achievements relevant
to the field of language testing and evaluation. Any information on your presentations,
publications, awards, and so forth would be greatly appreciated. The relevance of the information
will be evaluated by the office and given in the newsletter in due course.
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