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LTRC in Orlando, Florida

The 19" Annual Language Testing Research Colloquium was held March 7 through 9,
1997 at the Holiday Inn Select in Orlando, Florida. Two half day workshops, one by F.
Davidson on test statistics and another by Lyle Bachman and Buz Palmer on basic

language testing theory were offered on the day preceding the opening of the Colloquium
itself.

The theme of the colloquium was Faimess in Language Testing. Keynote presentations
were made by Henry Braun from ETS, explaining the late 20* century headaches of a mass

testing program, by William Grabe of Northern Arizona University, asking testers to

understand basic Reading theory, and by John Swales of the University of Michigan,
reminding us that there are other languages than English that need to be taught and tested.
There were a number of interesting presentations. One that seemed to me to be particularly
appropriate for a conference on fairness in language testing was Rosemary Baker’s
Assessment of Language Impairment Across Cultures. She gave various tests designed to
identify dementia in older adults to immigrants in Australia for whom English was a second

language. She reported that the English
language deficiencies of some subjects
to be

would have caused them

misdiagnosed as suffering from dementia.

Again this year
committee was able to avoid concurrent

the organizing

sessions and the number of participants
was small enough to allow a lot of
There were fewer
patticipants from Japan than in the last

informal exchange.

several years, but our proposal to host the
1999 LTRC in Yokohama, just before
AILA99 in Tokyo was accepted at the
LTRC business meeting. Next year’s
LTRC will be in Monterey, California.
(Randy Thrasher: ICU)
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1998 Language Testing
Research Colloquium Call for
Papers

The 20® Annual LTRC, the official
conference of the International Language -
Testing Association, will be held March 9-
12, 1998, at the Holiday Inn Resort-
Monterey in Monterey, California. It will
be organized around the broad theme,
between
pedagogy and language testing.  Further
information may be requested from the
Commandant,
Defense Language Institute, Foreign
Language Center, ATFL-EST: Dariush
Hooshmand, Chair, 1998 LTRC, Monterey,
CA93944-5006.
http://wwrw.surrey.ac.uk/ELVilta

Inter-relationships language

conference  organizer:
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