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Professor Bachman began his lecture by talking
about -recent; discussions - of  “authentic,”
“performance” or- “task-based”. language assessment.
He asserted that in assessing ‘language ability in this
way, it is necessary to reconsider traditional views of
test -qualities, which is especially- true of validity.
Assessment tasks in performance testing are designed

to_engage test takers in language use and require a.

wide spectrum. of language ability, as well as topical
knowledge, metacognitive strategies, and personal
characteristics. -There - are two highly-- complicated
validity issues -here: (1) investigating = and
demonstrating  the . validity: of the construct
interpretations derived from test performance, and (2)
identifying the domain(s) of generalization and
providing evidence of such generalization. These
complications are mainly due to two sources: (a) the
greater complexity of the constructs we want to
measure and (b) the- greater complexity of the
assessment tasks given to test takers.

_In order to -address these issues, Professor
Bachman first. posed several questions regarding
construct validity and validity generalization: (1)
What construct(s) is (are) assessed?; (2) What is (are)
the domain(s) of generalization -of assessment-based
inferences?; (3) How authentic -are test, takers’
responses to the test task?; and (4) How interactive
are test takers’ responses to the test task? He argyed
that these questions should be considered for any-and
all language performance task. .

- In discussing these four: questions, he then listed
three -elements: that should be considered: (1) a
cognitively;based definition and model of the
constructs/abilities .we want to assess; (2) a clearly
identified- domajn of “target. language use” (TLU)
situations and tasks; and (3) a set of distinguishing
characteristics for describing-both the assessment task
and the TLU tasks. In addrtlon he illustrated how
these ‘three elements can be applied to performance
assessment.

““He then gave two:: characteristics “that are bften
associated - with performance assessment- tasks ‘and
related - “:to validity “dnd ¢ " validity
generalization:- authenticity' and interactiveness. He
pointed out that it is “useful to consider, authenticity,
interactiveness and construct valrdrty to be functions
of. different relationships among the abilities of the
test takers, the characteristics of the assessment tasks
and two aspects of score mterpretatlons rather than
attempting to Iump them all together under the ruhrlc
of validity” (for the illustrated dragram see Bachman
& Palmer, 1996, p. 22). S

Throughout the . Professor Bachman
stressed that we should not only “simply consider”
language ability, task, characterlstlcs and test. taker
characteristics but also. use “loglcal analy5|s and
“empmcal investigation” grounded on. a sound
theoretical framework in order. to validate test tasks
and inferences drawn from the test results

In response to his talk,. several questions ‘were
asked by the audience. One such example was “Isn’t
it paradoxrcal to regard language ability and topical
knowledge as one combmed construct?”. His answer
was _that this. is a matter of degree, and since
performance assessment tasks, as well as assessment
tasks in general, involve these two factors most of the
time, it is not necessarily paradoxrcal to thmk of it
this way. .

Overall, the lecture was very informative and
mterestmg in that he explained how essentral it is to
think of validity and TLU domains in constructmg
tests. However, it seemed a little too ambmous in its
organization. For example his. three-hour lecture
passed so qulckly, and | wlshed he could have used
more paraphrases in eIucrdatmg his 1deas to better ard
the audience in understandmg his points. ,

_ In summary, he directed our attention to the
importance of basing performance assessments
rigidly on construct and task. Since the content of the
lecture was related to the Symposinm and . the
Workshop, revrewmg the materials presented from all
the three meetings will help consohdate the
information for the participants.

. At the end of the lecture, the. UCLA Web-Based
Language Assessment System (WebLAS;
www.weblas.ucla. .edu) was demonstrated. It had
many attractrve characteristics. For example test
constructors can make a web-based language test and
test takers can take tests at home using the'System in
which all the procedures are processed on the
computer. We can also handle short answer (and

" construct

lecture, .

— Page3 —



essay) test formats by determining the range of
correct answers by selecting synonyms provided by
the System. Although the System is still in progress,
many insights were drawn from his speech.

Reporter: Yo In’nami (Tsukuba University)
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JLTA Grants

We are happy to announce here the
“Rules for Administering JLTA Grants”. We
look forward to your submissions. Please
note that the following schedule applies only
for the year 2002.

Application deadline:
May 18 (Sat.)

Selection:
May 19 (Sun.) - June 1 (Sat.)

Announcement of proposal selection:
June 3 (Mon.)

Rules for Administering Grants

1. Call for proposals:

Research  proposals on topics concerning
language testing will be received.

The appllcatlon deadllne w1ll be January

31. Theé duration of proposed research |

studies will be limited to one year.

2. Application precedure: ,

(1) Prepare and submit a research proposal
of 2000 Japanese characters or 1500
Enghsh words.

(2) Prepare a cover page with the research
topic, names of applicants, ~and

designated contact person (if more than -

one applicant) with address, telephone
number, and e-mail address.

(3) Prepare a budget statement indicating
the use of the funds.

(4) The format for the above forms are free,
but they should be prepared on A-4 sized

paper.

(5) All applications should be sent to the
JLTA Secretariat.

3. Standards for selection;

Among the proposals received, priority

will be given to those that are creative,

and display a high degree of academic
* rigor and educational application.

4. Applicant qualification:

At the time of application, all applicants
must be members of JLTA. |

5. Grant amount:

Each grant will be the amount of
¥100,000. Three grants will be offered
each year.

6. Presentation of research:

Grantees must present their results at the
annual conference at the end of October,
and submit an article to the JLTA:Journal
by the deadline of April 30.

‘7. Announcement of proposal selection:

(1) After the Grant Committee has
considered the applications and made the
selection, the results wiil be finalized by
the board of dlrectors at the end of
February. ‘

@) All of the applicants will be informed of
the final results.

The Japan Language Testing Association:
JLTA Office

758 Shibahara Togura-machi Hanishina-gun,
Nagano-ken, JAPAN (Zip code: 389-0813)
TEL: +81-26-275-1964

FAX : +81-26-275-1970

e-mail address: youichi@avis.ne.jp

URL: http://www.avis.ne. jp/~youichi/JLTA .html
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Post script from Editor

e Question 1: “In many schools, few
teachers could pass the final exam in the
course they are supposed to teach” (M.
& M. Gayle,

Renaissance, 1991).

Cetron Educational
If this statement were
true, would it be so bad? Discuss.
Question 2: “In examinations those who do
not wish to know ask questions of those who
(W. Raleigh, Laughter from a
Cloud, 1923). Do you agree or disagree with

(W)

cannot tell”

this statement?
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