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Establishing guidelines on how to select
databases for meta-analysis in applied
linguistics
Yo In’nami
(Toyohashi University of Technology)
Rie Koizumi (7Tokiwa University)
This paper was an attempt to establish
practical guidelines on how to select
databases for meta-analysis as a statistical
approach to integrating the results of
separate empirical findings in the field of
applied  linguistics. ~ Three  research
questions were raised and examined,
regarding what databases are used, how
they are used in combination, and which
databases provide a comprehensive
coverage of 24 representative journals in
the field. It was claimed that ERIC, LLBA,
ProQuest Dissertations and Theses, and
PsycINFO are most commonly used and the
combined use of these four databases is to
be recommended. Meanwhile, ERIC,
Linguistics Abstracts, LLBA, MLA, and
Scopus were found to provide a
comprehensive coverage in terms of the
coverage rates of different journals and
different periods of publication. It was
concluded that optimal number of various
databases should be used ideally, depending
on one’s research purposes and needs, in
order to preclude the meta-analysts’
classification errors, at least two of the
seven databases indicated above should be
crosschecked, among which ERIC and
LLBA are the most essential databases in
the field, and the use of other types of
databases, such as the search engine
available on journal web pages, CD-ROM
versions of journals, and those databases
only accessible from the university libraries
with special permits, might be taken into
account for specific search. Active
questions and comments from the floor
reflected a strong interest in the use of
databases not only as tools of meta-analysis
but for the general purposes of literature
review as well.
Ken Norizuki (Shizuoka Sangyo University)



Comparing ratings of a face-to-face test

and a telephone-mediated speaking test.
Yujia Zhou
(Tokyou University of Foreign Studies)
This study examined the validity of TSST
test (ALC Inc.), a telephone-mediated
speaking test, by comparing it to its
face-to-face predecessor SST (standard
speaking test), which is a version of
ACTFL OPI. Using data collected from 81
participants who took both tests (Kaneko,
2004), the author compared perfect
agreement ratios and correlations between
ratings and found that the TSST estimates
were comparable to SST estimates.
Non-significant t-tests results confirmed
this consistency between the two tests. Two
remaining issues are the use of ratings
(NOT raters) and arbitrarily numeric SST
levels conversion. This conversion followed
Dandonoli and Henning’s (1990) study, but
there were no clear basis for this change.
Although the study supports the validity of
TSST, further investigation with a new set

of data is called for.

Hidetoshi Saito (Ibaraki University)

Does awareness of listening course
objectives change student’s self-can-do
assessments?

Fujita Tomoko (Tokai University)
This study examined the relationship
between the wunderstanding of course
objectives and changes in responses to
can-do self-check lists of a new listening
course in a university language program.
Students from three different course levels
(n =230) underwent a series of four special
lessons that focused on listening of the
course objectives, while a control group
underwent regular lessons. Both groups
completed a self-check list containing
listening can-do statements. The author
reported notable increase in some can-do
statements (e.g., conversation) in the
experimental groups. This suggests that the
understanding of the course objectives may
lead to increase in certain can-do items in
the course. However, this effect varies
across different course levels, the
relationship between understanding of

course objectives and responses on the
can-do checklist seem negligible for lower
level groups but significant for higher level
groups. Some questions remain concerning
the reasons for level and item variability
and the possibility of “compliance” to
can-do statements. The author plans to
utilize longer treatment and achievement
tests to reveal additional utility of can-do
self-check lists for understanding learning
gain.

Hidetoshi Saito (Ibaraki University)

Reconsidering the effectiveness of TBL
in comparison with PPP in the Japanese
EFL classroom
Rintaro Sato
(Nara University of Education)
Professor ~ Sato  commenced  his
presentation by comparing task-based
language learning (TBL) with the
presentation-practice-production (PPP)
model. Although TBL has been regarded in
SLA as a very effective device for honing
learners” communication skills, Sato
cautioned against the indiscriminate use of
TBL. He mentioned that the effectiveness
of a task is limited if the interaction in the
target language is minimal. He cited
another reason—the mismatch between
TBL and examinations. Even though a
student can substantially improve his/her
communication skills through TBL, s/he
would be dismayed on discovering that
such a skill is not tested in in-house or
university entrance examinations. Further,
he stressed that an overemphasis on task
completion in TBL would lead to the
possibility of a student engaging in a task
without heeding the grammatical form. This
conclusion was based on his small-scale
study where 15 of the 21 participants did
not produce the target form during the task
performance.
The audience posed several questions. In

response, Professor Sato stated the
following: Tasks are effective in improving
learners” motivation levels, thinking
abilities, creativity, imagination, and

communication skills provided there is
sufficient input and output; practice in PPP



does not always lead to learning or
acquisition; according to the purpose of the
class, tasks can be used effectively in the
production stage of the PPP. Overall, the
presentation was very well received, and
the question and answer session was

insightful.
Yo In’nami (Toyohashi University of
Technology)

Constructing and validating a
questionnaire: Using Rasch PCA and
Confirmatory Factor Analysis
Keita Kikuchi (Tokai University)
In this presentation, Prof. Keita Kikuchi
presented an idea on the process of
questionnaire development. In his research,
a 40-item questionnaire on demotivators
was developed to elicit data from more than
1,200 high school students. As a result of
the both Rasch PCA factor analysis and
Confirmatory  Factor  Analysis, six
originally hypothesized constructs (teachers,
characteristics of classes, experiences of
failure, class environment, class materials,
and learners’ interest) were re-combined
into four factors (teacher behavior,
experience of difficulties, class
environment, and lack of interest). He
concluded that a considerable amount of
time should be spent in designing a
questionnaire before it is administered. In a
question-and-answer session, several issues
regarding the research method and data
analysis were discussed. Finally, Professor
Kikuchi showed that his next study will
examine whether questionnaire
development would be confirmed using
actual test data. It seems that designing a
questionnaire needs to be scientifically
investigated, so I hope the progress of this
study will be reported in the near future.
Hiroshi Shimatani (Kumamoto University)

Developing an in-house placement test
for measuring students’ English
proficiency
Yuji Nakamura (Keio University)
Haruhiko Mitsunaga
(Tokyo Institute of Technology)

Nakamura and Mitsunaga reported on the
result of the in-house placement test that
was developed in order to meet the needs of
the Faculty of Letters of Keio University.
The test consists of four sub-sections made
up of grammar, vocabulary cloze and
reading comprehension, containing a total
of 50 multiple-choice items. The test has
been administered to approximately 800
students at a time twice a year since the
spring of 2006. The validity and reliability
were established using the Rasch-based
statistic program, and the changes in
students’ reading ability were traced over
three years. Based on these results, a
suggestion was made also for developing
and implementing an item bank by means
of equation. Amongst many useful findings
and suggestions for the future research,
perhaps one of the most insightful is that
the two-parameter logistic model can be
used as a powerful tool for exploring the
item characteristics of tests measuring
language ability. The presentation was
followed by a Q&A session, where
attendees asked pertinent, timely and
engaging questions.

Yoshinori Watanabe (Sophia University)

Developing diagnostic test for teaching
English in English

Kyung-Ae Jin
(Korea Institute for Curriculum & Evaluation)
In this presentation Dr Kyung-Ae Jin
reported on the reliability and validity of
the test that was developed to measure the
ability, skill and knowledge of Korean
teachers teaching English as a foreign
language. The test consists of two modules.
ETKT (English Teaching Knowledge Test)
is a module for testing teachers’ knowledge
that is required to carry out an informed
instruction, including the knowledge about
teaching methodology, linguistics,
curriculum development, and so forth.
ETPT (English Teaching Practice Test) is
the test for measuring teachers’
performance in their classrooms. ETKT
was administered to a total of 247
in-service teachers teaching English at
primary school (N=127) and secondary



schools (N = 120), whereas ETPT was
piloted on a total of 6 both primary and
secondary schools. In addition to stabling
the reliability and validity of the test
modules, the standard setting was
conducted based on the results by using a
modified Angoff method. The presentation
greatly made the audience aware of the
importance of developing a contextually
appropriate  test measuring  English

teachers’ ability, which in turn will be
applicable to other contexts where English
is taught as a foreign language.

Yoshinori Watanabe (Sophia University)

Developing and Implementing the
National Assessment of Educational
Achievement (NAEA) in Korea
Min-young Song
(Korea Institute for Curriculum and Evaluation)
Prof. Song gave a presentation on
“Developing and Implementing the

National Assessment of Educational
Achievement (NAEA) in Korea.
According to Prof. Song, since 1998,
NAEA in Korea has been administered to
small portion of elementary and secondary
students to diagnose their educational
achievements and provide fundamental
reference data for improving the National
Curriculum, and the result has not been
released to the public. However, Prof. Song
says that as accountability of educators,
schools, and school districts has been raised
as an important social issue, it has been
decided that from 2009 on, all the 6th, 9th,
and 10th graders are supposed to take the
test and information about school
performance on the test should be provided
for the public. Prof. Song discussed many
significant changes in the procedures of
developing and administering NAEA, and
some of the major changes, especially
focusing on the English subject. There was
a fruitful discussion with questions and
comments from the floor after the
presentation.

Yuji Nakamura (Keio University)

Developing a Framework and Prototype
of the Korean National English
Proficiency Test for Secondary School
Students
Oryang Kwon,
(Seoul National University)
Prof. Kwon gave a presentation on
“Developing a Framework and Prototype of
the Korean National English Test for
Secondary School Students.” According to
Prof. Kwon, the project was motivated by
two factors: (1) the necessity for accurately
assessing the students’English abilities and
(2) the necessity for  qualitative
improvement in students’English
proficiency in order to meet the challenges
of the rapidly changing world where
international competitions are becoming
tougher than ever before.
Prof. Kwon explained the purposes of
the project as follows:



1) Establishment of criteria for secondary
school students’ English proficiency level
in the system of the national curriculum

2) Development of a framework of
measurement for secondary school English
abilities according to the nationally
accredited English language assessment

3) Development of a prototype of test that
reflects the overall system of the nationally
accredited English language assessment

4) Establishment of a system and direction
to enhance the positive influence of
assessment on education

Prof. Kwon described the nature of the
test, the levels of the test, the skill areas to
be assessed. He further showed the test
development procedures, and the materials
and types of linguistic input (i. e., spoken or
written) for listening and speaking tests, as
well as the criteria for rating speaking and
writing samples. Prof. Kwon further talked
about actual test items were written by
professors, school teachers, and English
native-speakers.

After the presentation, there was a
lively discussion based on the questions
from the floor.

Yuji Nakamura (Keio University)
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@ The JLTA office would be grateful if you could update us on your recent achievements
relevant to the field of language testing and evaluation. Any information on your
presentations, publications, awards, and so forth would be greatly appreciated. The relevance
of the information will be evaluated by the office and given in the newsletter in due course.
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