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Article Reviews

Martin, E. (2021). Foundational
Principles of Task-Based Language
Teaching. Taylor & Francis.
https://doi.org/10.4324/978100303
9709 (Open access)

This book comprehensively delves
into the foundational principles of task-

based language teaching (TBLT) and
offers readers a thorough understanding
of both theory and practice. This book is
organized into three parts. Part I, titled
“Theorising TBLT,” includes three
chapters (that is, Languages: How Are
They Learned and How Should They Be
Taught?; Input, Output, and
Foundations for
TBLT; and the Construction of Tasks for
the Purposes of TBLT). Part II, entitled

‘Practising TBLT,” consists of three

Interaction—Crucial

chapters (i.e., Putting TBLT into Practice:

The Bigger  Picture; Evaluating,
Sequencing and Scaffolding Tasks; and
Attending to Grammar in TBLT). Part III,
which focuses on “Evaluating TBLT,” is
composed of three chapters (i.e., Using
Tasks for Classroom  Assessment
Purposes; Classroom and Programme-
level Evaluations of TBLT; and The
Potential and the Challenge of TBLT:
Arguments For and Arguments Against).

This book not only highlights key
concepts but also provides practical
applications  that  educators can
implement in their classrooms. By
addressing common misconceptions and
presenting reflective questions at the end
of each chapter, the text ensures that
readers engage deeply with the material,
making it an invaluable resource for
teachers, researchers, and students. The
comprehensive nature of this work
allows it to serve as both an introduction
to newcomers and a reference for
seasoned practitioners seeking to

enhance their understanding of TBLT.



While all the chapters provide essential
aspects for improving second language
teaching and learning, the following
paragraphs focus on Chapter 7.

Chapter 7, titled “Using Tasks for
Classroom Assessment Purposes,”
investigates how tasks can be effectively
learners’
TBLT
contexts. Martin East begins the chapter
the

language

utilized to assess language

proficiency and progress in
by emphasizing importance of
assessment in education,
noting that teachers and other education
practitioners need reliable ways to
evaluate students’ learning and linguistic
development. He introduces assessment
as a process of collecting evidence on
learners' language abilities to judge their
proficiency levels and progress.

This chapter provides a helpful
overview of the key assessment concepts
and approaches, tracing the evolution
traditional

from discrete point and

integrative testing methods to
communicative language testing. East
task-based

assessment (TBLA) emerged as an

explains how language
extension of communicative testing,
aiming to evaluate learners’ ability to use
language to accomplish real-world
communicative goals.

A primary asset of the chapter is
East's clear explanation of construct-
TBLA. He

highlighted how tasks can be designed to

based assessments in

elicit and measure specific aspects of
language ability that align with the

underlying theoretical constructs of TBLT.

This provides a foundation for task-based
assessments that go beyond the simple
usage of tasks in testing. East has also
discussed the importance of considering
task difficulty
developing assessments.

and complexity in

The author addresses critical issues
of reliability and construct validity in
TBLA, explores potential challenges, and
highlights enhance the
trustworthiness of task-based
assessments. He noted the importance

ways to

of clear rating criteria and rater training

to improve consistency, which
undoubtedly results in a better picture of
students’ abilities to provide useful
information.

East also touches on debates about
the use of tasks in high-stakes testing
contexts, such as IELTS, TOEFL, and
TOEIC, which play a crucial role in
determining students’ educational and
career opportunities. He argued that

these tests often incorporate
communicative elements, although they
are not fully aligned with TBLT principles.

This highlights

strengths and one area for enhancement.

chapter three
A key strength of this chapter is the
maintenance of a balanced perspective
throughout the text by East, recognizing
both  the
limitations of TBLA approaches.

and
He
emphasizes that tasks should not be

potential  benefits

taken for granted as the only form of
assessment to be used in the teaching-
but
complemented by using them along with

learning process can be



other methods to provide a more

comprehensive  picture of learner
The

ongoing debates

proficiency. author also

acknowledges and
areas requiring further research in the
field of TBLA.

In addition, East

comprehensive yet substantive overview

provides a

of the key issues in using tasks for
This
provides a solid foundation for readers to

language assessment. chapter

understand the core concepts and
considerations of TBLA. East effectively
the
foreground of TBLT, as

links assessment practices to
theoretical
discussed in earlier chapters.

Furthermore, the author’'s clear
writing style and logical organization of
the content make it easy to follow. The
reflection questions at the end of the
chapter prompt readers to connect the
with their

tapping back into their context. In

ideas own experiences,
addition, suggestions for further reading
provide direction for those wishing to
explore TBLT topics in depth.

is that the

chapter could have benefited from more

One minor criticism

examples of task-based assessment
instruments and scoring rubrics to
illustrate the principles discussed.

this

valuable contribution to the book by

Overall, chapter makes a
addressing the most critical areas of
assessment in TBLT. East demonstrates
how tasks can be maneuvered not only
for instruction, but also for evaluation

while maintaining alignment with TBLT

This
and

principles. chapter  provides

teachers researchers with a
framework for developing valid task-
based assessments to measure learners’
communicative language abilities. In the
broader context of the book, this chapter
on assessment complements the earlier
sections on TBLT theory and classroom
implementation. This helps to complete
the picture of how TBLT can be utilized
across different aspects of language
education.

In conclusion, Chapter 7 succeeds in
its goal of shedding limelight on the
foundational principles for using tasks in
language assessment. This will assist
readers with the knowledge required to
critically examine and develop task-
based testing approaches. This chapter
convincingly argues for the benefits of
TBLA while also being realistic about
where it stands today. East’s treatment
of this complex topic strikes an effective
balance between depth and accessibility,
making the content relevant to both
and TBLT

novice experienced

practitioners.

& K. K. K. Samadhi NIKESHALA
(Graduate school, University of
Tsukuba)
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WORKSHOP VIDEO/WEB TUTORIAL
F1—NJ7)L (Tutorial, BAEE)

TEVIFAMDES (What is a

‘good’ test?: validity, reliability,
and practicality)
-TANDIERAEE (The concept of
test constructs)

-TANMBE (Test Specification)
=747 (Testing
Reading-6 basic test formats-)
YZAZ2HJFAK (Testing
Listening)

54719 FAN (Testing
Writing)

AE—F>JF AN (Testing
Speaking)

‘5B= - SUETADN (Testing
Vocabulary & Grammar)




AIFEDIRAEERZE (Standard
Errors of Measurement)
SHREL(E? (What is the
‘Effect Size'?)

- FB(EIDTAMERDIRE
(Test result reporting to
enhance learning)
-HE X NESE (Classical Test
Theory)

-FEFRRIEF oM (Confirmatory
Factor Analysis)

5534 (Meta-Analysis)
-Bi75E (Qualitative Methods)

=927 -E5A (EICBASE)

2014

-Workshop 1 — CAT OEARMNRE
Z73 (RF1R)

-Workshop 2 - J-CAT (R51R 1,
AFAR2,A51R 3)

2015

‘Workshop 1 - FAN =973 A
F3 (in English)

-Workshop 2-1 - &fEDH%ZEBET
FERATAMDIVED S —Z H I LASFEE(IC
BREULT (R31R)

-Workshop 2-2 - How to
Develop Tests that Improve
Students’ English Proficiency (X
51K)

2016

-Workshop 1-1 #]$TEHNRE—
AFE (R31R)

-Workshop 1-2 #)$TENNRE—
Himim (RI1KR)

-10-

-Workshop 1-3 #JHTEMNNRE—
EEiR (X31F)

2017
-Workshop - FF+ANNAZ ) %E>
BB T > — M

2019

-Workshop — A X2 D4ME
EHRBEMTADGA (F1)
-Workshop — RAZX#i5tE2DIMNE
EHNBMTADGA (1EF)
-BemER

2021

-JLTA 2021 Workshop - BEH
FHPEZBEMI 2P ERINEERIE
ESPES . METED)

-JLTA 2021 Workshop - BEH
FEEZENIDTERINEEBRER
EOERR (184)

-ECfhER

2023

-JLTA 2023 Workshop - R ZAW
T AMEIRAZREET I (GLMM)D
DFEZB(OIISD - EBATRDE
ODMEHZEEC— (FTF)

-JLTA 2023 Workshop - R ZAW
c—RMEARAZRSET)L (GLMM)D
DFEZBIOIIS - SBATRDE

OREfZELIC— (1BH)

(7) ILTA EFEOHEICONT
JLTA T(E 2020 FFELDIILTA EFE ]
DOREZITOCVET, HBREN DS
(&, UATOR-S(CHoMIE-7>T— %
CHESR-CEEAD L, BEFEEERER



NIXFIKIZEW, 285, 2025 FEOfiEHY]
DIE 2025 & 3 A 31 BEROTHNET .
EATEEFME, BUFUS OISR
Lo
http://jlta2016.sakura.ne.jp/?page
_id=1618

(8) 2024 FE ILTA EFEREH

2024 FEDEFEL, BEEZER(CL
EREDER, TROBENRELL
FUlc. COEDREBHTEOITENFT,

RENREF :
EE e
Understanding L2
Proficiency—Theoretical and meta-
analytic investigations
EE%:
Eun Hee Jeon & Yo In'nami (#&)
HAR%E : John Benjamins Publishing
Company
HRBE @ 20224 8H 4H
REWRE 448) :
HERERNEE
FiEEFE K (FRRKE)
[ZEXRENK]

MEE
TR K (BHEEKXE)
INRAIE K (TUEKRE)
WTFEF K (BHEXRF)

[A+EIE]

10 A 5 HIC EBXZACTHETEDS
27 BIZERRAEOMSITEICTHRE
NEHDITHRTCVEET T . REOESE
BESTTSHIKIES LN,

(9) FRRAETOESRRICONT

VFEENSERSCTESBINMETHR
222N, UREESTOZmZOE(CNER
OYERCERDFBA THDE T IRTEDEIK
JLUCOWVWT, 10 A 5 HICREFEDSE 27
EIARASROSERR(CTIREZET
WIZEEYT, IR AR(CCENDOEEE([EH
DETTENMVREFEIEFENTIEVETD,

(10) EDAFEFRDBFAL

o SEIBIROSBEMAINTOMER (EIEN
TEBVAR=ZNFZFBOEEVWTVWEI T
L&D DT AR ERREBES/ (XD -
REfnkeEnicB U TFMSBRVEDELE
S0\,
https://www.bunken.org/jlta/mypage/
Contact

o FIEPLERF XD EFREESFIEHR
(CEENDDIHBE, LENIR-Z(CTIE
BTERIBIROZEEZ 3 ARFTICHBRELL
EUF9,

HWIc, A-IVZRLA, &Ffr (B -81555%)

DEENHIEE, BECEEFHEEZL
TVWERSESBALWWELETD,

o FARBOAIF, BEFLEIMOIE-%
SERREROHIREBFEVVLET,
e 2023:2024 FEOZERAICOVT,
NHBDBEIFRRICEAUBFEVVELET .
2023 FEDOHZILVWNIRBRVSEICH,
025 F 4 ALDEfTOFEPEFA-IL
DBENRRD, YA R-SDFERETERC
BDFEI,

o ARDIREZHLEIND A, BHEE
(jlta-post@as.bunken.co.jp) A&
I8z BFEVVZLET




X& :
ILTASHBREE

ARHEEBE (EERIZEMKF)
ILTA SHBRRE

ATAZE (MRLKZF)
miER (BBRXZF)
BRE—E (FBEXF)

BASETANES (OLTA) AR
X (Twitter)7h9>b: @ILTA_official
https://twitter.com/JLTA_official

Messages from the Secretariat

We are thankful for your support and
commitment to JLTA's activities. Please
send us any comments or inquiries you
have.

Also, please see our English

website for details:
http://jlta2016.sakura.ne.jp/?page_id=

599

more

(1) The 27th JLTA Annual Conference
will be held at Sophia University on
October 5 (Sat)-6 (Sun), 2024.

For details regarding the conference

program, please refer to the
conference website.
(https://jlta2016.sakura.ne.jp/?page

_id=18)

The early registration period is open
until Wednesday, October 2nd. If you
plan to attend, we kindly ask that you

register in advance via the URL below.

URL:
https://jlta27conference.peatix.com
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On-site registration is also available.
We look forward to seeing you there!

For the latest information, please
visit https://jlta2016.sakura.ne.jp/?pa
ge_id=18 or on the official X (Twitter)
account (@JLTA_official).

(2) The JLTA Journal (vol. 27) s
currently in the printing process and
will be sent to members’ registered
postal addresses soon. Previous

volumes have been uploaded to J-

STAGE

(https://www.jstage.jst.go.jp/brows

e/jltajournal). We encourage you to

visit this website and explore the back
issues.

The JLTA Journal invites various

types of contributions that include

studies related to evaluation in a

broader sense, such as classroom-

based practice  and program
assessment that deal with issues and
topics on testing and assessment.

“Online

(3) We have introduced an

Submission and Review System

n

since the academic year 2019. This

system is organized by the
International Academic Publishing
Co., Ltd., which JLTA has
commissioned part of JLTA's

administrative work since 2014.
Within this system, all submission
and review processes will be recorded
online. Furthermore, to improve the

JLTA Journal’'s quality, submitted



manuscripts will be checked for

plagiarism using a database of
published articles and for anonymity

using human resources.

Details about JLTA Online

Submission and Review System

1. Website
https://iap-jp.org/jlta/journal/login

2. Submission period in 2025

We only accepted submissions during
the following period:

April 7, 2025 to May 7, 2025

3. The Guidelines for Contributors
and Templates

The Guidelines for Contributors to the
JLTA Journal and Templates have
been revised due to the introduction
of the system and other changes.
Please see and follow the Iatest

guidelines and templates before
submission, which are located at:
http://jlta2016.sakura.ne.jp/?page_i

d=62 for details.

4. Contact information of the JLTA
editing office:
jlta-edit@bunken.co.jp

(4) We have been working on the JLTA

Training Lecturer Dispatch project
since 2017, which aims to send a
lecturer from JLTA to institutions and
organizations wanting to hold a
training session or meeting on test
development and use. Please feel
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free to convey this information to
those who may be interested.
Website:
http://jlta2016.sakura.ne.jp/?p=929

(5) 3-STAGE

We report on the access status of
JLTA Journal articles on J-STAGE
2023 - 2024)
(https://www.jstage.jst.go.jp/brows

(August July
e/jltajournal).

The total
bibliographic entries and PDF files
was 14,281 (compared to 10,908 last
year) and 12,162 (compared to

number of accesses to

10,291). This represents an increase
of approximately 3,300 and 1,900
accesses compared to the previous
year.

According to country-specific data,
there have been no significant
changes in the main countries of
access, with the majority of traffic
coming from the United States, Japan,
and China. While the overall trend
remains consistent, certain countries
have shown increased access in
specific categories, such as Ireland
last year, and Singapore and Kenya
this year.

There has also been an increase in

access to relatively recent papers

(published from 2017 onward)
related to speaking assessment,
washback effects, validation, and

rubrics.
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(6) Our website has various useful
content for the public. It is our Web
Publication Committee that is
responsible for the creation and
organization of content. Since some
of the content posted is in English,
we hope you use them to the
fullest.

Website:

http://jlta2016.sakura.ne.jp/?page_

id=808

WORKSHOP VIDEO/WEB TUTORIAL
Tutorial (in Japanese)

-What is a ‘good’ test?: validity,
reliability, and practicality
-The concept of test constructs
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-Test Specification

-Testing Reading-6 basic test
formats

-Testing Listening

-Testing Writing

-Testing Speaking

-Testing Vocabulary &
Grammar

-Standard Errors of
Measurement

-What is the ‘Effect Size’?
-Test result reporting to
enhance learning

-Classical Test Theory
-Confirmatory Factor Analysis
-Meta-Analysis

-Qualitative Methods

Workshop Videos

2014 (in Japanese)
-Workshop 1 - Basic Concepts
of CAT

-Workshop 2 - J-CAT

2015

-Workshop 1 - Introduction to
Test Data Analysis (in English)
-Workshop 2-1 - How to
Develop Tests that Improve
Students’ English Proficiency (in
Japanese)

-Workshop 2-2 - How to
Develop Tests that Improve
Students’ English Proficiency (in
Japanese)

2016 (in Japanese)




- Workshop 1-1 Introduction to
Effect Size: Basic Concepts and
Practices (Beginning Guide)
-Workshop 1-2 Introduction to
Effect Size: Basic Concepts and
Practices (Theoretical Guide)
-Workshop 1-3 Introduction to
Effect Size: Basic Concepts and
Practices (Practical Guide)

2017 (in Japanese)

-Workshop - An Analysis of Free
Descriptive Questionnaire by
Text Mining

2019 (in Japanese)

-Workshop - Bayesian Statistics
and its Application to Foreign
Language Education Study
-Handouts

2021 (in Japanese)

-JLTA 2021 Workshop - Practice
of Junior High School Foreign
Language (English) Classes for
Developing Autonomous
Learners

-Handouts

2023 (in Japanese)

-JLTA 2023 Workshop -
Acquiring Analytical Methods for
Generalized Linear Mixed Models
(GLMMs) Using R: Based on
Examples of Analysis in the Field
of Linguistic Research
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(7) Recommendation for the JLTA
Book Award
JLTA commenced the "JLTA Book
Award" event in 2020. If there is a
book you want to recommend for
the award, please check and fill out
the rules and templates on the link
below, and send them to the Chair
of the Book Award Selection
Committee. Please refer to the link
given below for shipping addresses.
http://jlta2016.sakura.ne.jp/?page_
id=1618

(8) The JLTA Best Book Award 2024
As a result of the deliberations by the
committee, the following book has
been awarded the 2024 JLTA Book
Award. Congratulations on this
achievement!

Awarded Work:

Title:

Understanding L2 Proficiency—
Theoretical and Meta-Analytic
Investigations

Editors:

Eun Hee Jeon and Yo In'nami
Publisher:

John Benjamins Publishing Company
Publication Date:

August 4, 2022

Award Recipients (4 individuals):
Co-editor and Contributor

Yo In'nami (Chuo University)

[Lead Award Recipient]
Contributors

Yuya Arai (Waseda University)



Rie Koizumi (University of Tsukuba)
Junko Yamashita
(Nagoya University)

[List in alphabetical order]

The award ceremony will be held
during the closing event of the 27th
Annual Conference, scheduled to
take place at Sophia University on
October 5.

(9) Progress on the Revision of the

JLTA Constitution

At the last year's general business
meeting, a proposal to revise the
constitution was presented. Since then,
we have been working on drafting the
revision based on discussions within
the Board of Directors. We will provide
an update on the current progress
during the meeting, which will take
after the 27th
Conference scheduled for October 5.

place Annual

(10) Request for Confirmation

® Have you visited the “My Page” site,
where you can check and modify your
membership information and check
your yearly membership fee payment
status? Please get in touch with us if
you need your membership number
and password, which are necessary
details for the login.
https://www.bunken.org/jlta/mypag

e/Contact

® If you have changes in vyour
affiliation, address, and other
information, please update vyour
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registered information on “My Page”
by the end of March. In particular, if

you have changed your e-mail

address or mailing address, please

be sure to make the necessary

changes.
® We annually send student members

a message asking them to submit a
copy of a student certificate.

® If you have not yet paid the yearly
membership fee for 2023 and 2024,
please do so at vyour earliest
convenience. If you do not pay the fee
for 2023, you will receive no shipment
or email message from JLTA and will
not be able to use the “My Page” site
after April 2025.

@ If you plan to leave JLTA, please let
us know by sending a message to jlta-

post@as.bunken.co.jp

JLTA Secretary General
Keisuke KUBOTA

(Fukushima Medical University)
JLTA Vice Secretary General
Hiroki MAEDA

(Matsuyama University)

Kana MATSUMURA

(Tsurumi University)

Yuichiro YOKOUCHI
(Fukushima University)

JLTA Official X (Twitter)account:
@JILTA_official
https://twitter.com/JLTA_ official
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