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(1)  Where do we come from ?

(2) What are we here for?

(3)  What is the meaning of our existence?
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Message from the Recipient of
The 2022 JLTA Best Book Award
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FhiebDHZE X" Assessing functional
adequacy using picture description tasks
in  classroom-based L2  speaking
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We are honored to have received the
prestigious JLTA Best Paper Award for
our co-authored paper titled “Assessing
functional adequacy wusing picture
description tasks in classroom-based L2
speaking assessment,” which appeared
in JLTA Journal, 25
(https://doi.org/10.20622/jltajournal.25
.0_60). We are grateful to the two
anonymous journal reviewers, the Editor,
and the members of the JLTA Best Paper
Award Committee. We also wish to
express our deep appreciation to Akihiko
Mochizuki, our supervisor at the
University of Tsukuba for seven years,
for guiding us along an academically
rigorous  path. Furthermore, we
acknowledge the invaluable assistance
provided by Kazuhiko Katagiri, Ikuko
Koshimizu, Makoto Fukazawa, Yumi
Koyamada, and the Eiken Foundation of
Japan during many phases of our
research.

We are also thankful to JLTA. We
became members of JLTA in 1999, when
Research

the Language  Testing

Colloguium (LTRC) was held in Tsukuba,
primarily organized by JLTA (for more
background, see e.g., Kubota et al.,
2022; Watanabe et al., 2016), and when
Professor Youichi Nakamura encouraged
us to join the association. We thoroughly
enjoyed the conference presentations,
engaged in academic discussions with
participants, and even had the
opportunity to take pictures with
esteemed researchers, notably Professor
Lyle F. Bachman. At that time, we were
reading his masterpiece Fundamental
considerations in language testing
(Oxford University Press, 1990) at a
study session, struggling to grasp the
complexities of language assessment.
The interaction with Professor Bachman
fueled my (Rie's) desire to delve deeper
into this field. Since we joined JLTA, we
have had the privilege of publishing our
papers in JLTA Journal and presenting
our work at JLTA annual conferences.
These experiences allowed us to connect
with great researchers who later became
our friends and colleagues. We also
served as organizers for conferences and
JLTA events. As we continue to evolve as
language assessment researchers and
practitioners, JLTA has remained a
steadfast source of guidance and support.

The paper for which we received the
JLTA Best Paper Award has two main
characteristics: First, it focused on the
development and evaluation of a rating
scale for functional adequacy, designed
for both classroom and research

applications. The dataset partially



overlaps with that used in our prior work,
(2009), which
exclusively explored linguistic aspects of

Koizumi and Katagiri
speaking, that is, complexity, accuracy,
and fluency (CAF). We hope that our
paper has drawn attention to the concept
of functional adequacy, or successful task

Task
Content,

fulfilment, which includes
requirements,

Comprehensibility, and Coherence and
2017).

These components are indispensable in

cohesion (Kuiken & Vedder,

4

understanding learners learning
processes and outcomes. We wanted to
publish our research in JLTA Journal
because methods for assessing speaking
at Japanese primary and secondary
schools have garnered significant
attention among teachers nowadays. We
believe the field of language assessment
both

frameworks and practical approaches to

can contribute theoretical

developing, using, and evaluating a
rating scale of successful task fulfilment,
particularly in the context of measuring
the ability to think, judge, and express
ideas in English (National Institute for
Educational Policy Research, 2021).

The

characteristic of our

second distinguishing
paper

commitment to Open Science. We have

is our

uploaded  supplementary  materials
related to our research to the Open
Science Framework

(https://osf.io/ubwnr/). In the

section, located on the lower-left side of

"Files"

our repository homepage, you will find

two files containing supplementary

materials for our study. Both files contain
identical information. For example, if you
click on the pdf file, you will see
Supplementary Materials A through D.
Supplementary Material A contains
detailed guidelines for scoring functional
adequacy. Supplementary Material B
contains FACETS Input for Anchored
Estimation. Supplementary Material C
contains FACETS Output in Anchored
Estimation. Supplementary Material D
contains FACETS Output in Anchored
Estimation. These supplementary
materials serve as a valuable resource
for researchers seeking more details on
the study, beyond what was feasible to
include in the paper due to word limit
restrictions. Finally, on the lower-right
side of our repository homepage, you will
find the "Recent Activity" section. Any
changes made to your repository are
recorded by OSF. This section provides a
timestamped record of the changes we
made to the repository.

The inclusion of functional adequacy in
the test construct and the embrace of
Open Science practices to enhance
transparency and accessibility represent
vital strides in advancing the field of
language assessment. Once more, we
express our gratitude to everyone who
supported our journey in language
assessment research and pledge our
commitment to contribute to this field to

the best of our abilities.
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Report on
The 55th JLTA Research
Seminar
Mar. 25 (Sat) , 2023
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World Conference Reports

X & : The 21* Annual Asia TEFL
Conference

B4R : 20234 8A 17H~8H 20H
T—V:
Visions and Aspirations

BAfEith : Daejeon, South Korea

Celebrating ELT in Asia:

The theme of the Asia TEFL conference
was “Celebrating ELT in Asia: Visions and
Aspirations.” The conference was held in
the Daejeon Convention Center which
was located near a tributary of the
Geumgang River. There were jogging
and cycling paths along the river, and a
few conference-goers took advantage of
the location to get some morning



exercise. Daejeon is a modern city of 1.5
million people surrounded by mountains.
The amalgamation of the novel venue,
the
conferences, and, of course, the research

new style of post-pandemic
presentations made this a memorable
experience. I left the conference feeling
that, in this post-pandemic era, the ELT
landscape was changing rapidly.

The conference was hybrid although
most participants presented in person.
All participants, regardless of whether
they would present in-person, were
required to record and submit the video
of their presentation a month before the
conference starting date. Initially, I
thought that having to finalize and record
my presentation during the last week of
the spring semester at university was a
considerable inconvenience. Upon

the

presentation early meant that I was

reflection though, finishing
prepared to speak at the conference and
could travel to South Korea without
having to worry about revising my slides
or practicing my talk. Additionally, all the
remained online until
17", This that
conference participants could observe
the

Considering these benefits, conference

presentations
September meant

presentations they missed.

organizers in Japan might want to
consider a similar format.

The conference was a valuable chance
to understand about ELT in Asia outside
Japan and rethink ELT within Japan. The
first plenary address by Youngsuk “YS”
Chi, Chairman of Elsevier, set the tone

the
presented his

Dr.
idea of

for conference. Youngsuk

“sustainable”
English language teaching which would
promote English as a common language
in Asia while empowering the region.
Using Michelle Yeoh, who recently won
an academy award for “Everything
Everywhere All At Once,” as a case study,
he gave his vision of sustainable ELT in
Asia. First, he argued that learners need
a support system. That is, family or peers
who will help them to pursue their
dreams. Second, he argued that learners
need to adapt to change. He highlighted
bold career decisions that Michelle Yeoh
had to make when experiencing setbacks.
Lastly, he argued that learners need to
stay with their true values. Michelle Yeoh,
he added, always refused acting roles
which involved portraying false Asian
stereotypes.

For me, this talk was inspirational.
While it recommended that ELT in Asia
be amenable to change, it also
recommended that it maintains it values.
think

education in Japan and our need to adapt

It made me about English
but also maintain what makes ELT in
Japan unique.

#EHE James M Hall

(Iwate University)
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WORKSHOP VIDEO/WEB TUTORIAL

Fi1-—

NJ7)L (Tutorial, BAEE)

JTEWIFAMDEMS (What is a ‘good’
test?:
practicality)

TADERMBLE (The concept of
test constructs)

-FANMHEB (Test Specification)

Y—F4>JF AN (Testing Reading-6

validity, reliability, and

_]2

basic test formats-)

YZZ>JF AN (Testing Listening)
-IAT4>2JFAN (Testing Writing)

- AE-F>49F XK (Testing
Speaking)
- BB E-XiE7T XK (Testing

Vocabulary & Grammar)

SAITEDIZEA#ESRZE (Standard Errors

of Measurement)

-MNEREL(F? (What is the ‘Effect

Size’?)
BRI DTAMNERDOIRE (Test
to enhance

result reporting

learning)

- AT A MES (Classical Test

Theory)

- HER K F o4 (Confirmatory

Factor Analysis)

- XA3HT (Meta-Analysis)

BrY5E (Qualitative Methods)

=927 -5 A4 (EICEHASE)

2014

-Workshop 1 - CAT OEARMREZ
7 (A51R)

-Workshop 2 - J-CAT (R31R 1,R35
182,251k 3)

2015

-Workshop 1 - FAN =431 AFI
(in English)

-Workshop 2-1 - £FEQOH%ZMBELIE
BATANDVED S —Z H 4 LASFEE(CEE
BUT (R51K)

-Workshop 2-2 - How to Develop
Tests that Improve Students’
English Proficiency (X354 R)




2016

-Workshop 1-1 FIHTEMNNRE—
AFSfm (R31K)

-Workshop 1-2 FIHTEMNIR=E—
Bemim (RI1R)

-Workshop 1-3 FIHTEMNIR=E—
Eiim (R31K)

2017
-Workshop - 7FANAZ %Mol
BHEEIRK 7T — MO

2019

-Workshop - XA X#kstEensEE
HBEWREAOIGE (FI4)
-Workshop - XA X#kstEensEE
HBEWREAOIGHE (1B4)

iRy

2021

-JLTA 2021 Workshop - BEH%H
BEBMRI P ERINEEBRIZHEDE
BR (FI%)

-JLTA 2021 Workshop - BEH%H
BEBMRI P ERINEEBRIZHEDE
BR (&%)

B &R

2023

-JLTA 2023 Workshop - R ZR\L\e—
MACRAZREET IV (GLMM)D 34
FEZB(OI5 - EEBARDEOD
HEMZBELC - (FIF)

-JLTA 2023 Workshop - R ZR\L\e—
MACRAZREET IV (GLMM)D 734
FEZB(OI5 - EEBARDEFOD
WEMZBEC - (1BF)
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Forum at the Univ. of Tsukuba
43rd Forum of Modern Languages
and Cultures
(Date & Time]
December 2, 2023 (Saturday), 10:00
to 11:00 (20:00 to 21:00, Central
Daylight Time)
Online Zoom lecture

[Guest speaker]
Xun Yan (Associate Professor of
Linguistics, University of Illinois
Urbana-Champaign)
(Title]
"Rater behavior and development in
performance-based language
assessment”

SEBN\TA-X D AFHMCH T2 5FEmE D
ITENEFE)
[Registration]
https://forms.gle/PY9uQ4CW28xCau
pn7
[Deadline]
November, 30
[Contact]
Rie Koizumi (Professor, University of
Tsukuba)
Koizumi.rie.ge@u.tsukuba.ac.jp

(Thursday)

BRUFKRFE SEBABMRMIA—FA

2023

(B8] 118118 (£)14:00~16:00
* Zoom (C&BA> 51> FafE

(&RE] [Society 5.0 (CHIFD Al DIEE:

REEHBORAIR]

(RE] HEEFBICHITS AL

(F8EP] /I\sRERz (FJO-/VL Biz SPIE

AEZEE - BLUFRAFLEZR)
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gengo-rcp@seisen-u.ac.jp
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ILTAEFRBE ARG BARTKE)

ILTASEFRRAE BHZTF (BEREXFE)
AREER (RBEIIE
BKXF)
AIAEE (ILKXF)

BARSETANES (OLTA) 2R
X (Twitter)7hJ> b @ILTA_official
https://twitter.com/JLTA_official

Messages from the Secretariat

We are thankful for your support and
commitment to JLTA's activities. Please
send us any comments or inquiries you
have. Also, please see our English
website for more details:
http://jlta2016.sakura.ne.jp/?page_id=
599

(1) The 26th JLTA Annual Conference
was held at Tohoku University
Kawauchi-south Campus on
September 9 (Sat)-10 (Sun), 2023.
It was the first face-to-face annual
conference since 2019. We would like
to sincerely thank Dr. Makiko Kato,
chairperson of the Annual Conference
Executive Committee, and all the
committee members. Furthermore,
we would like to thank everyone who
gave a presentation and participated
in this conference. Regarding the
next year’'s conference (2024), we
will share the schedule via the JLTA
website, e-mail, and X (Twitter). For
the latest information, please
visit https://jlta2016.sakura.ne jp/?pa

ge_id=18 or on the official X (Twitter)
account (@JLTA_official).

(2) The 56th JLTA Research Meeting
will be held online (using Zoom) on
the following date and time. We look
forward to your participation.

[Date & Time]

Saturday, March 9, 2024, 13:00-
16:30 (tentative)

(Main Presenters]

Yasuyo Sawaki (Waseda University)

Details will be announced via the
JLTA website, e-mail, and X (Twitter).

(3) The JLTA Journal (vol. 26) is
currently in the printing process and
will be sent to members’ registered
postal addresses soon. Previous
volumes have been uploaded to J-
STAGE
(https://www.jstage.jst.go.jp/brows

e/jltajournal). We encourage you to
visit this website and explore the back
issues.

The JLTA Journal invites various
types of contributions that include
studies related to evaluation in a
broader sense, such as classroom-
based practice and program
assessment that deal with issues and
topics on testing and assessment.

(4) We have introduced an “Online
Submission and Review System”
since the academic year 2019. This



system is organized by the
International Academic Publishing
Co., Ltd., which JLTA has
commissioned part of IJLTA’s

administrative work since 2014.
Within this system, all submission
and review processes will be recorded
online. Furthermore, to improve the
JLTA Journal’'s quality, submitted
manuscripts will be checked for
plagiarism using a database of
published articles and for anonymity

using human resources.

Details about JLTA Online

Submission and Review System

1. Website
https://iap-jp.org/jlta/journal/login

2. Submission period in 2024
We only accepted submissions
during the following period:
April 7, 2024 to May 7, 2024

3. The Guidelines for Contributors
and Templates

The Guidelines for Contributors to the
JLTA Journal and Templates have
been revised due to the introduction
of the system and other changes.
Please see and follow the Ilatest

guidelines and templates before

submission, which are located at:
http://jlta2016.sakura.ne.jp/?page_i
d=62 for details.

4. Contact information of the JLTA
editing office:

_]7

jlta-edit@bunken.co.jp

(5) We have been working on the JLTA

Training Lecturer Dispatch project
since 2017, which aims to send a
lecturer from JLTA to institutions and
organizations wanting to hold a
training session or meeting on test
development and use. Please feel
free to convey this information to
those who may be interested.
Website:
http://jlta2016.sakura.ne.jp/?p=929

(6) I-STAGE

We report on the access status of
JLTA Journal articles on J-STAGE
2022 - July 2023)
(https://www.jstage.jst.go.jp/brows

(August

e/jltajournal). The total number of
accesses to the bibliography and PDF
files during the above period was
10,908 and 10,291, respectively. In
comparison to the previous fiscal year,
the number of accesses decreased by
about 500 each, but the number of
accesses has been maintained at a
certain level. So, we believe that we
have been able to make academic
contributions.

According to country-by-country data,
there has been no significant change
in the main access countries, and
access is mostly from the United
States, and China.
noteworthy aspect of the trend in

Japan, One

recent years is that Ireland has been
added to the fourth place in the



(7) Our

number of accesses to the
bibliography. Since there is almost no
access to PDF, we presume that
access to information on Japanese

language education has increased.
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website has various useful

content for the public. It is our Web
Publication = Committee that s
responsible for the creation and
organization of content. Since some
of the content posted is in English, we
hope you use them to the fullest.
Website:
http://jlta2016.sakura.ne.jp/?page_i

d=808

WORKSHOP VIDEO/WEB TUTORIAL
Tutorial (in Japanese)

_]8

-What is a ‘good’ test?: validity,
reliability, and practicality

-The concept of test constructs

- Test Specification

- Testing Reading-6 basic test
formats

-Testing Listening

- Testing Writing

-Testing Speaking

-Testing Vocabulary & Grammar

-Standard Errors of Measurement

-What is the ‘Effect Size’?

-Test result reporting to enhance
learning

-Classical Test Theory

-Confirmatory Factor Analysis

-Meta-Analysis

-Qualitative Methods

Workshop Videos

2014 (in Japanese)

-Workshop 1 - Basic Concepts of
CAT

-Workshop 2 - J-CAT

2015

-Workshop 1 - Introduction to Test
Data Analysis (in English)
-Workshop 2-1 - How to Develop
Tests that Improve Students’
English Proficiency (in Japanese)
-Workshop 2-2 - How to Develop
Tests that Improve Students’
English Proficiency (in Japanese)

2016 (in Japanese)
- Workshop 1-1 Introduction to
Effect Size: Basic Concepts and




Practices (Beginning Guide)

- Workshop 1-2 Introduction to
Effect Size: Basic Concepts and
Practices (Theoretical Guide)

- Workshop 1-3 Introduction to
Effect Size: Basic Concepts and
Practices (Practical Guide)

2017 (in Japanese)

-Workshop - An Analysis of Free
Descriptive Questionnaire by Text
Mining

2019 (in Japanese)

- Workshop - Bayesian Statistics
and its Application to Foreign

Language Education Study

+Handouts

2021 (in Japanese)

-JLTA 2021 Workshop - Practice of
High  School
Language (English) Classes for

Junior Foreign

Developing Autonomous
Learners
-Handouts

2023 (in Japanese)

-JLTA 2023 Workshop - Acquiring
Methods for
Generalized Linear Mixed Models
(GLMMs) Using R: Based on
Examples of Analysis in the Field

Analytical

of Linguistic Research

(8) The Best Paper Award 2022

At the 26th JLTA Annual Conference

held at Tohoku University on

_]9

September 9, Dr. Rie Koizumi and Dr.
Yo In'nami were awarded the Best
Paper Award 2022 for the following
research paper: Assessing Functional
Adequacy Using Picture Description
Tasks in  Classroom-Based L2
Speaking Assessment.

Once

again, congratulations on

receiving this award!

(9) Recommendation for the JLTA

Book Award

JLTA commenced the "JLTA Book
Award" event in 2020. If there is a
book you want to recommend for the
award, please check and fill out the
rules and templates on the link below,
and send them to the Chair of the
Book Award Selection Committee.
Please refer to the link given below
for shipping addresses.
http://jlta2016.sakura.ne.jp/?page_i
d=1618

(10) The JLTA Best Book Award 2023

Regrettably, there were no hominees
that met the criteria for the award
this year. We eagerly await your
nomination.

(11) Revision of the JLTA

Constitution

At the General Business Meeting on
September 9, a revision of JLTA's
constitution was proposed. In order
to operate JLTA in accordance with
more stringent rules as an academic
organization, we are currently in the



process of discussing the matter with
legal counsel, with a focus on the
arrangement of provisions and the
election method of a president and
board members. In the near future,
we intend to proceed with this via e-
mail for deliberation.

(12) Events Related to Language

Assessment

We will provide information on the
research meetings and lectures for
which we have received details.
Please refer to it.

Forum at the Univ. of Tsukuba
43rd Forum of Modern Languages
and Cultures
(Date & Time]
December 2, 2023 (Saturday), 10:00
to 11:00 (20:00 to 21:00, Central
Daylight Time)

Online Zoom lecture
[Guest speaker]
Xun Yan (Associate Professor of
Linguistics, University of Illinois
Urbana-Champaign)
(Title]
"Rater behavior and development in
performance-based
language assessment"
(Registration]
https://forms.gle/PY9uQ4CW28xCau
pn7
[Deadline]
November, 30
[Contact]
Rie Koizumi (Professor, University of

(Thursday)

-20

Tsukuba)
Koizumi.rie.ge@u.tsukuba.ac.jp

(13) Request for Confirmation

® Have you visited the “My Page” site,
where you can check and modify your
membership information and check
your yearly membership fee payment
status? Please contact us if you need
number and

your membership

password, which are necessary
details for the login.

https://www.bunken.org/jlta/mypag

e/Contact
® If you have changes in your
and other

affiliation, address,

information, please update your
registered information on “My Page”

by the end of March. In particular, if

you have changed your e-mail

address or mailing address, please

be sure to make the necessary

changes.
® We

members a message asking them to

annually send student
submit a copy of a student certificate.
@ If you have not yet paid the yearly
membership fee for 2022 and 2023,
please do so at vyour earliest
convenience. If you do not pay the
fee for 2022, you will receive no
shipment or email message from
JLTA and will not be able to use the
“My Page” site after April 2024.

® If you plan to leave JLTA, please
let us know by sending a message to

jlta-post@as.bunken.co.jp



JLTA Secretary General
Yuichiro YOKOUCHI
(Hirosaki University)
JLTA Vice Secretary General
Ryoko FUJITA (Juntendo University)
Keisuke KUBOTA (Fukushima Medical
University)
Hiroki MAEDA (Matsuyama University)

JLTA Official X (Twitter) account:
@JILTA_official
https://twitter.com/JLTA_official
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