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Article Reviews

Isbell, D, R., & Kremmel, B. (2020).
Test review: Current options in at-
home language proficiency tests for
making high-stakes decisions.
Language testing.

Advance online publication.
doi:10.1177/0265532220943483

The current pandemic situation has
prevented most language proficiency

exams  from being administered
worldwide. Some exams have suspended
or reduced testing at test centers; other
test providers have offered at-home test
Isbell

article offers information about at-home

administration. and Kremmel’s
high-stakes language testing options for

test-takers who must take special

measures in the current pandemic
situation. The article covers seven at-
home proficiency tests and discusses key
issues with these tests, mainly in terms
of technological demands and exam
security. It also addresses the potential
of at-home testing in the post-pandemic
era.

This article highlights ACTFL
proficiency exams, the Duolingo English
Test, the IELTS indicator, LanguageCert,
TEF Express, the TOEFL iBT Special
Home Edition, and Versant. These tests

include those that, from their inception,

were designed for at-home
administration as well as those that have
rapidly switched delivery medium and
administration conditions to meet the
The article

covers each test’s purpose, length and

current pressing needs.

administration, scoring, security

measures, technology requirements,
author/publisher, and fees.

Isbel and Kremmel point out that,
thanks

platforms, examinees do not need to

to internet-based  testing
prepare high-end computer software,
and basic audio-visual equipment seems

sufficient for taking most tests. Exam

security is another concern in high-
stakes decision making, but
countermeasures against security

threats have been implemented by using
online monitoring system and device
restrictions. Most of these tests feature
sufficient security measures such as
remote proctoring systems, ID booking
or signing non-disclosure agreements.
Many testing companies quickly
took action towards offering at-home
exams in response to the current crisis.
Thus, the information in this article is
very useful for readers facing decisions
about which at-home proficiency tests
should be selected. However, there are
issues concerning technological
environments and the validity of the tests
themselves. In Japan, some test takers
lack access to fast and reliable Internet.
Thus, we need to carefully consider the
of

addition,

technological environments

prospective examinees. In



regarding validity, there remains
controversy as to whether digitally-
delivered test tasks are relevant to real-
world language wuse and whether
automatic machine scoring correlates
with human scoring. Looking beyond the
current pandemic, fair access to at-home
high-stakes language tests must be

taken into consideration.

Reviewed by Kei MIYAZAKI
(Tokai University)
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Fa1—NJ7)L (Tutorial, BHAEE)

JTEVIFAMDES (What is a ‘good’
test?: validity, reliability, and

practicality)

TANDOWERAEE (The concept of
test constructs)

-FANMMAB (Test Specification)

J—F4>JFAKN (Testing Reading-6
basic test formats-)




‘YZZ>JF AN (Testing Listening)

-F14T4>JFAN (Testing Writing)

cAE-F>49F XK (Testing
Speaking)

- E X ETFTAKM (Testing
Vocabulary & Grammar)

SHITE DIR#EERZE (Standard Errors
of Measurement)

FHEREL(F ? (What is the ‘Effect
Size'?)

CFBICHILDOTAMERDIE (Test
result reporting to enhance
learning)

- F X NEE (Classical Test
Theory)

R EF 2 (Confirmatory
Factor Analysis)

XA (Meta-Analysis)

-B1757E (Qualitative Methods)

D=3y -EFA (EICHAEE)
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Messages from the Secretariat

We are thankful for your support of and
commitment to JLTA’s activities. Please
send us any comments or inquiries you
may have. Please see our English
website for more details:
http://jlta2016.sakura.ne.jp/?page_id=
599

(1) Due to the spread of COVID-19, the

annual  conference  has  been
postponed to December 2020 and
will be held remotely (using Zoom).
Please note that no workshops or
symposia will be held this year. In
addition,

applications for presentations. Please

we are now accepting

see below for details.

Date and time: Saturday, December
12, 2020

Location: Online (using Zoom)
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Theme: The Past, and

Future of Language Testing

Present,

Deadline of Call for Paper: Thursday,
October 15, 2020

Conference Details: We will let you
know as soon as it is fixed.

Fee: Free of charge

Application for participation: To be
announced as soon as it is decided.

(2) The JLTA research meeting will be held
on November 22nd, 2020 and
February 14th, 2021.

The 51st JLTA Research Meeting

Platform: Zoom

Theme: Improving scoring methods

in  English
(Part 1)

Language: English

speaking assessment

Abstract: Second language speaking
assessment involves a variety of
factors, in particular, tasks, rubrics,
and scoring. This meeting focuses on
and invites

scoring  methods

researchers who are intensively
involved with English speaking

assessment in various contexts
including high-stakes and classroom
We will

various practices and challenges in

assessment. learn from

each context and discuss how
English speaking assessment should
be conducted in Japan.

Capacity: 150 participants (due to
80 for ILTA

members; the remaining 70 for non-

Zoom connectivity;

JLTA members; determined on a
first-come, first-served basis)



Host: Japan
Association (http://jlta.ac)

Language Testing
Co-host: Rie Koizumi Kaken Project
(supported by the Japan Society for
the Promotion of Science (JSPS)
KAKENHI, Grant-in-Aid for Research
(C) Grant 20K00894;
“Development of scoring guidelines

Number

for ensuring rater reliability in L2

English classroom speaking
assessment at senior high schools in
Japan”;
https://kaken.nii.ac.jp/ja/grant/KAK
ENHI-PROJECT-20K00894/)
Presenters: Jason Fan (University of
Melbourne, Australia), Jin Yan
(Shanghai
China)

Martin East (University of Auckland,

Jiao Tong University,

New Zealand)

Chris Davison (University of New
South Wales, Australia)

Details such as title of presentation
are provided by JLTA official website
and e-mail.

Registration fee: Free

Registration: Please register on the
following site by November 14

(Saturday).
https://forms.gle/KFmH9wg4g5TZE
g3h7

Contact information: Makoto
Fukazawa  (University of the
Ryukyus)

ves05671@nifty.ne.jp

The 52nd JLTA Research Meeting

Platform: Zoom
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Theme: Improving scoring methods
in  English
(Part 2)
Language: Japanese

speaking assessment

The information for this research
meeting is provided in Japanese on
our website
(http://jlta2016.sakura.ne.jp/?page
_id=21). Please visit the link for
additional details.

(1) Vol. 23 of the JLTA Journal will be

published this winter. This volume
will be uploaded on to J-STAGE
(https://www.jstage.jst.go.
jp/browse/jltajournal) along with
previous volumes.

The JLTA Journal invites various
contributions that include studies
related to evaluation in a broader
sense, such as classroom-based
practice and program assessments
that deal with issues and topics on

testing and assessment.

(3) We introduced an “Online Submission

and Review System” from the
academic year 2019. This system is
organized by the International
Academic Publishing Co., Ltd., which
JLTA has commissioned part of
JLTA’'s administrative work since
2014. Within this

submission and review processes will

system, all

be recorded online. Furthermore, to
improve the JLTA Journal’s quality,
submitted manuscripts will be

checked for plagiarism using a



database of published articles and for
anonymity using human resources.

Details about JLTA Online

Submission and Review System
1. Website
https://iap-jp.org/jlta/journal/login

2. Submission period in 2021
We accept submission only during
the following period:
April 7, 2021 to March 7, 2021

3. The Guidelines for Contributors
and Templates

The Guidelines for Contributors to
the JLTA Journal and Templates have
been revised due to the introduction
of the system and other changes.
Please see and follow the latest

guidelines and templates before
submission.
http://jlta2016.sakura.ne.jp/?page_i

d=62 for details.

4. Contact information of the JLTA
editing office: jlta-
edit@bunken.co.jp

(4)In 2017, we started the ILTA

Training Lecturer Dispatch project,
which aims to send a JLTA lecturer to
institutions and organizations for
conducting training sessions or
meetings on test development and
use. The list of lecturers was updated
in April, 2020. Please feel free to

convey this information to those who
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(6) Our website has various,

may be interested.
Website:
http://jlta2016.sakura.ne.jp/?p=929

(5) J-STAGE

With regard to the access numbers
from around the world to JLTA
J-STAGE
(https://www.jstage.jst.go.jp/brows

Journal  articles  via
e/jltajournal), between August 2019
and July 2020, 10,242 \visitors
accessed the JLTA Journal page and
11,695 pdf files were downloaded. In
the previous year, the numbers were
5,202 and 5,727,
indicating an increasing interest in

respectively,

the journal. Retrievals from the U.S.
are much more common than from
other countries or regions, and the
number of domestic Japanese users
is on an upward trend. Readers from
China, the U.K., Korea, and other
maintained a

countries steady

interest in the JLTA Journal.

useful
contents for the public, and the Web
Publication Committee created or
organized them. Since some contents
are in English, we hope you use them
to the fullest.

WORKSHOP VIDEO/WEB TUTORIAL

Tutorial (in Japanese)

-What is a “good” test?: Validity,
reliability, and practicality

-The concept of test constructs
-Test Specification




- Testing Reading-6 basic test
formats-

-Testing Listening

- Testing Writing

-Testing Speaking

-Testing Vocabulary & Grammar

-Standard Errors of Measurement

‘What is “Effect Size”?

-Test result reporting to enhance
learning

-Classical Test Theory

-Confirmatory Factor Analysis

-Meta-Analysis

-Qualitative Methods

Workshop Videos

2014 (in Japanese)

-Workshop 1 - Basic Concepts of
CAT

-Workshop 2 - J-CAT

2015

- Workshop 1 - Introduction to
Test Data Analysis (in English)

-Workshop 2-1 - How to Develop
Tests that Improve Students’
English Proficiency (in
Japanese)

-Workshop 2-2 - How to Develop
Tests that Improve Students’
English Proficiency (in

Japanese)

2016 (in Japanese)

-Workshop 1-1 - Introduction to
Effect Size: Basic Concepts and
Practices (Beginning Guide)

-Workshop 1-2 - Introduction to

Effect Size: Basic Concepts and
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Practices (Theoretical Guide)
-Workshop 1-3 - Introduction to

Effect Size: Basic Concepts and

Practices (Practical Guide)

2017 (in Japanese)
-An Analysis of Free Descriptive
Questionnaire by Text Mining

2019 (in Japanese)

Bayesian Statistics and its
Application to Foreign Language
Education Study

-Handouts

(7)Other information

e Have you visited the “My Page” site
(https://www.bunken.org/jlta/mypa
ge/Login), where you can check and
modify your membership information
and check your yearly membership
fee payment status? Please contact
us (https://www.bunken.org/jlta/
mypage/Contact) if you need your
membership number and password,
which are necessary details for the
login. You can access recent JLTA
Journals, previous newsletters, and
other materials specifically for
members on the “My Page” site.

e If you have changes in your
other

affiliation, address, and

information, please update your
registered information on “My Page”
by the end of March. We annually
send student members a message
asking them to submit a copy of a

student certificate.



e If you have not yet paid the yearly
membership fee for 2019 and 2020,
please do so at your earliest
convenience. If you do not pay the
fee for 2019, you will receive no
shipment or email message from
JLTA and will not be able to use the
“My Page” site after April 2021.

e If you have not received emails
from JLTA for the last 2 months, your
email accounts may classify our email
as spam. If so, please check the
settings of your email account.

e If you plan to leave JLTA, please let
us know by sending a message to

jlta-post@bunken.co.jp

JLTA Secretary General
Yuichiro YOKOUCHI
(Hirosaki University)
JLTA Vice Secretary General
Rie KOIZUMI (Juntendo University)
Ryoko FUJITA (Juntendo University)
JLTA Official Twitter account:
@ILTA_official
https://twitter.com/JLTA_ official
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