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Organizing committee chair of the 21st Annual Conference
Emiko Kaneko (Aizu University)
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: Reports on

The 21* Annual Conference of
JLTA

Sept. 9 (Sat) & 10 (Sun), 2017

University of Aizu

Theme: Aligning Task-based
Assessment to Curriculum
. Objectives ;

Keynote Speech
Task-based Language Assessment:
Aligning Designs with Intended Uses and
Consequences

John NORRIS
(Educational Testing Service)

The keynote address of 21st Annual
Conference of the Japan Language Testing
Association was given by Dr. John Norris in
the Center for English Language Learning
and Assessment at Educational Testing
Service. Dr. Norris’s valuable and insightful
keynote address provided excellent
opportunities to reconsider not only what
language assessment was, but also how
and why assessment was administered in
various contexts where the intended goals
for assessment were different. Instead of
severely criticizing or defocusing on
traditional testing methods, Dr. Norris
the

of tasks

pointed out importance and

that

successfully incorporated into language

possibilities could be
assessment.
Dr. Norris first discussed the nature

and necessity of language assessment

with special attention paid to “intended
use” of tests. Assessment needs to inform
us of various aspects of learners’
knowledge and ability measured by how
they have performed and to be deeply
linked with “decision-making, classroom
feedback, and program evaluation.” In this
sense, traditional testing methods are
limited, and tasks come to play a vital role
in designing effective language
assessment.

Traditional assessment tends to put a
primary focus on language knowledge,
which often causes negative washback
effects such as gaps among what learners
have been taught, have learned, and have
been tested. To prevent these negative
different

assessments have been proposed, and

consequences, many
tasks make it feasible to provide beneficial
and productive information about what
learners can do (i.e., language use) in
meaningful and interactive settings with
intended purposes and objectives.
However, this does not necessarily mean
that all test items should be task-based,
nor does task-based language assessment
learners’  total
If

communication skills are the target of

completely evaluate

language abilities. learners’

assessment, some tasks are at least
incorporated into the test, or if learners’
simple grammatical knowledge needs to
be evaluated, traditional testing methods
such as gap filling may be adequate to
It

important that assessment be created

achieve the test objective. is thus

based on the intended use of tests.



To develop effective assessment, we
also have to take into account the needs
and purposes of test takers. For example,
the English for Academic Purposes (EAP)
TOEFL test must accurately measure test
takers’” general

English  proficiency

required to successfully carry out
academic tasks in classroom. Assessment
in the English for Specific Purposes

context demands genuine and
domain-specific tasks that test takers are
expected to deal with
fields.

designed tasks can be employed even in
the

elementary school (e.g., scenario-based

in particular

occupational Appropriately

assessment  of early grade in

and learning-oriented assessment

introduced in the keynote address).
Task-based language assessment should
entail communicative language use which
focuses on meaning rather than on form
in @ meaningful, authentic situation with
clearly defined goals.

Dr. Norris also discussed which tasks
should be
performance can be obtained, which
should be

evaluated, and how task performance

selected, how task-based

aspects in performance
should be scored. For example, he pointed
out that based on needs analysis in EAP,
representative and challenging tasks for
international university learners were
carefully chosen, which also had some
diagnostic purposes for them to further
improve language proficiency. Moreover,
such tasks can be used as the final
Another

achievement assessment.

interesting point was before choosing

scoring methods, it is important to

consider how the scores would be
employed since the purposes for scoring
reports may be different, depending on
what evaluation methods are adopted

(e.g., formative vs summative, or analytic

vs holistic).

Finally, Dr. Norris discussed five
guestions related to the validity of
task-based language assessment and

carefully answered them to support the
validity and reliability. One example was
that without any task performance, it
would be difficult to evaluate test takers’
ability to

required complete

domain-specific, tasks such as
aviation-related tasks, and thus tasks were
indispensable to make assessment valid.
task-based

assessment can provide much information

In  conclusion, language

not only about language learners’
language knowledge and communicative
abilities to accomplish tasks but also about
evaluation of language programs and
instructions with positive washback, all of
which can motivate learners to further
pursue their goals.

In the current Japanese English as a
Foreign Language setting, task-based
language teaching is gradually becoming
and related

widespread, university

entrance examinations will also
dramatically change. At this important
stage, Dr. Norris’s keynote address about
task-based language assessment was very
informative and valuable for all of the

audiences.



Reported by Tsutomu KOGA
(Tokai University)

Symposium

Theme: Task Development in EAP and

ESP Contexts: Application of Theories and
Challenges

Coordinator:
Takanori SATO (Sophia University)
Panelists:
Claudia KUNSCHAK
(Ritsumeikan University)
Moonyoung PARK
(Chinese University of Hong Kong)
Discussant:
John NORRIS (Educational Testing Service)
The theme of the symposium is
task-based language assessment (TBLA) in
EAP and ESP contexts. TBLA has been
widely implemented in various
educational contexts since the early 1990s
with the task-based
language teaching (TBLT). It could be said

that EAP and ESP have been frontrunners

prevalence of

in TBLA because these two fields have
been gaining great benefits of preparing
learners for a real world application of
their language skills through TBLT.

Sato began his part with the aim of
TBLA. TBLA aims

test-takers are able to do with language

to evaluate what

rather than what they know about
the

been

language. Task development for

summative  assessment  has
considered a challenging issue. Tasks need
to be developed in a way that test-takers

performance on the assessment tasks

their in

language use (TLU) domains. However, it

reflects performance target

is not easy to generalize the task
assessment because the real world is so
complex and diverse that the task
assessment cannot be a reliable predictor
in some cases. Sato emphasized the
importance of needs analysis and domain
analysis. A careful survey helps task
developers to identify language use needs
in a specific TLU domains.

Next, we were given a chance to
listen to two forerunners in this field. First
Kunschak. She

curriculum

one was
task-based
project at a College of

reported a
development
International
Relations in Ritsumeikan University. The
program offers instructions that put a
strong emphasis on English and studying
abroad. In order to evaluate students’
achievement in this program, 4 levels in
CFER were chosen (A1, B1, B2 C1). After
defining program goals, learning outcome
indicators and tasks were developed for
all levels and skills across the different
class types. Then, sample rubrics were
designed for the four different proficiency
levels. This program that combines TBLT
and TBLA can gives language teachers and
course designers great hints to conduct
TBLT-centered courses.

The other panelist Park talked about
developing tasks for English for aviation
specific purposes assessment. Aviation
English is a field of ESP, and is a key
component of air traffic control (ATC)
ATC

mutual

communication. communication

requires clear understanding;



miscommunication can threat aviation
safety. Traditional paper-based testing
may not be suitable to predict test-takers
performance in ATC communication. Park
demonstrated the process of developing
virtual aviation English assessment, which
is based on Evidence-Centered Design
(ECD). ECD can function not only as a task
design and construction blueprint, but as a
priori validity evidence. Next, he discussed
findings from a task-based needs analysis
survey and document analysis on various
crucial aspects of TBLA.

In the end, Norris summarized the
issues of introducing TBLA. He argued that
it is possible to generalize the results of
TBLA by referring to the curriculum of
driving schools and driving tests. It is
crucial to build robust valid definitions of
the constructs we would like to measure.
Other important things to consider are
necessary aspects to evaluate and task
difficulty. Moreover, we have to consider
how to evaluate fluency. Measuring task
completion time is another important
aspect in TBLA.

Reported by Kiwamu KASAHARA
(Hokkaido University of Education)
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K&% The Association for Language
Testing and Assessment of Australia and
New Zealand
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Bi{EISPT The University of Auckland
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e “Dynamic Assessment: Leveraging
classroom activities to understand and
support learner language development”
(Matthew Poehner)

e “Introduction to Rasch measurement
using Winsteps” (Ute Knoch)

¢ “Using free online resources to develop
reading texts for classroom assessment”
(Barry QO’Sullivan)

e “Introduction to many-facet Rasch
measurement” (Ute Knoch)

ZDI5%E 2 L 4 HOFEFKRETHD Ute
Knoch K(EA—-97>RKRETEAMZEUSL,
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Language Assessment (AFENDHEESIZ
#r) JOJUSALCEEAND>TVET . AB B
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A EZZFEETESVELE.

Plenary address (&R®D 4 4054 ML TITH
nFLr (EMREERKXRE) .

(1) “Dynamic Assessment
Vygotsky's
developmental

and
vision of
(Matthew

unrealised
education”
Poehner)



(2) “Maori language and

assessment in Aotearoa: past, present,

testing

and future prospects” (Peter Keegan)
(3)
development: implications for research
and pedagogy” (Ute Knoch)
(4) “Making consequence happen” (Barry
O'Sullivan)
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Messages from the Secretariat

We are thankful for your support of and
commitment to JLTA’s activities. Please
send us any comments or inquiries you
may have.

(1) The 22nd Annual Conference of the
Japan Language Testing Association

will be held at Hokkai-Gakuen
University on September 8
(Saturday) and 9 (Sunday). We

appreciate the deep commitment of
Hiroya TANAKA (Conference Chair),
Tomoko FUJITA (Committee Chair),
Emiko KANEKO (Advisor to the
Yo IN'NAMI
(Committee Vice Chair). We will send

Committee), and

a call for papers in April. The latest

information be found at

http://jlta.ac/

can



(3)The JLTA Journal Vol.

(2) The 46th JLTA Research Meeting/The

4th Kinki Area Research Meeting of
the Chubu English Language
Education Society (CELES) was held
at St.
(Momoyama Gakuin University) on
October 28 (Saturday),
there was a lively discussion. It was

Andrew’s University

at which

jointly hosted by the Kinki Area
Research Group of the Chubu English
Language Education Society (CELES).
http://jlta2016.
sakura.ne.jp/?page_id=21 for future

Please see

meetings.

20 was
This
volume as well as previous volumes
J-STAGE

published last November.

was uploaded onto
(https://www.jstage.jst.
go.jp/browse/jltajournal).

Readers from around the world
have accessed JLTA journal articles
via J-STAGE. In the last four months
(November 2017 through February
2018), been 427

there have

retrievals from Japan, 452 from China,

and 330 from the U.S. In addition,
access actions from Korea, France,
Russia, Germany, Australia, and
other countries are on an upward
trend. We will try to obtain more page

views of our journal.

The JLTA Journal is inviting various
types of contributions that include

studies related to evaluation in a
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broader sense, such as

classroom-based practice and
program assessment that deal with
issues and topics on testing and
assessment. The next submission
deadline is April 30, 2018 (Monday).

We have revised the Journal

Guidelines and created journal

templates. The submission email
address has been changed as follows:
Kahoko MATSUMOTO, Chair of the
Editorial
mkahoko@tsc.u-tokai.ac.jp

Please see http://jlta2016.sakura.

ne.jp/?page_id=62 for details.

Journal Committee:

(4) We have started the JLTA Training

Lecturer Dispatch project, which aims
to send a lecturer from JLTA to
institutions and organizations that
would like to hold a training session
or meeting on test development and
use. Thanks to the efforts of the JLTA
Training Lecturer Dispatch
Committee, one institution used this
system and one lecturer was
dispatched to their staff meeting.
Please feel free to convey this
information to those who may be
interested.
Website: http://jlta2016.sakura.

ne.jp/?p=929

(5) Since the ILTA official meeting on

September 9, 2017, ILTA officials
have discussed qualifications for JLTA
We
provide information on the outcome

institutional members. will
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of this discussion on the JLTA website
(http://jlta.ac/).

(6) JLTA determines a winner for the

JLTA Best Paper award chosen from
papers published in the latest issue of
the JLTA Journal. The award is
conferred at the annual conference in
the following year. We are pleased to
announce the award recipient for the
2017 JLTA Best Paper Award.

The 2017 recipient is Paul WICKING
(Associate  Professor of Meijo
University/Nagoya University
Graduate School of International
Development). Congratulations, Mr.
WICKING.

Title: The Assessment Beliefs and
Practices of English Teachers in
Japanese Universities (see
https://www.jstage.jst.go.jp/article/
jltajournal/20/0/20_76/_article/-cha
r/en)

(7) Other information

e Have you visited the “My Page” site
(https://www.bunken.org/jlta/mypa
ge/Login), where you can check and
modify your membership information
and check your yearly membership
fee payment status? Please contact
us (https://www.bunken.org/jlta/

mypage/Contact) if you need your

other materials specifically for
members on the “My Page” site.

e If you have changes in your
affiliation, address, and other
information, please update your
registered information on “My Page”
by the end of March. We annually
send student members a message
asking them to submit a copy of a
student certificate.

e If you have not yet paid the yearly
membership fee for 2016 and 2017,
please do so at vyour earliest
convenience. If you do not pay the
fee for 2016, you will receive no
shipment from JLTA and will not be
able to use the “My Page” site after
April 2018.

e If you plan to leave JLTA, please let
us know by sending a message to
jlta-post@bunken.co.jp

JLTA Secretary General

Rie KOIZUMI (Juntendo University)
JLTA Vice Secretary General
Kazuhiko KATAGIRI (Senshu University)

Yuichiro YOKOUCHI (Hirosaki University)

Makoto FUKAZAWA
(University of the Ryukyus)

JLTA Official Twitter account:
@ILTA_official
https://twitter.com/JLTA_official
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membership humber and password,
which are necessary details for the
login. You can access recent JLTA
Journals, previous newsletters, and
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