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I-1-1: Adapting the Levels Test into a Japanese
Translation Format
Yoshimitsu Kudo (Rikkyo Universiry)

Nation’s vocabulary test was found reliable and
valid, studies on the test’s validity went sofar as to
revise the 2000 Word Level and the University
Word Level of Nation’s test.

However, no researcher has adapted Nation's test
taking relatively low-level learners into account.
Therefore, a new translation definition-matching
format test was developed for criterion-referenced
purposes that includes five lower levels, namely, the
1000-, 2000-, 3000-, 4000, and 5000-word levels.

The pilot study examined its dependability and
validity, and the problem was identified as
loanwords included in the S000-word. In the main
study, those loanwords were replaced by non-
loanwords.  This new, dependable, valid, and
practical test can be used for both diagnostic and

achievement purposes, and has a considerable

BE e (RRIFHZEXE)

MEEKRIHH ) OHIRIZ X35 X b OfSEEM:
MELHERDT 4 — KXy 7 DRI SR A
LLThiFons, —F, SZEHMERIE v
REDHAEDLEN MBRIZ) FEhBZ L,
YT AXNOMABEDEN [BRIZ) £3h3
ZLizTBERP. CATOREEMSDS5HE
DB N CIIRIEN D 5. |
SBIX, AV a—2OEFERBENNG
BT LILLY, RE—FV S - FRAIERY b
U—2 LCiibh B AR TTL 3. %1z,
RREFED AV 2 — &2 X5 HBHRS DT
o, TRM o T8 ~L BTk
Mol7 vy hBBEEDK W7 ¢+ — KX
v I RERTIMHMEGEXSNETHS 5,

possibility of being developed to a computer

adaptive test by making an item bank.

I-1-2: What a Computerized Reading Test Can,
but a Pencil-and-Paper Reading Test Cannot, Do

Shizuka Tetsuhito (Institute of Foreign Language

and Education Research, Kansai University)

The paper reports on the development and the

evaluation of a computerized reading test. The first

. feature of the test is that its items are sentence-based,

not discourse-based. The second feature of the test
is that it records the examinee’s reading speed.
The third feature of the test is that it records
confidence levels the examinee has in each response
he/she makes.

Some 210 Japanese EFL college students took
this test as well as the reading section of Cambridge
First Certificate in English (FCE), which served as
the criterion measure of the subjects’ reading

proficiency. The results clearly indicated that
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incorporating confidence and speed resulted in
substantially higher reliability and validity than
when scoring was done based on 1/0 correctness
alone. Even more remarkable was the fact that
reliability and validity levels attained by combining
the three measures at the point at which only the first
four items were attempted exceeded those achieved
by scoring exclusively on 1/0 data at the point at

which all 40 items were tried.

I-2-1: Modifying an Existing Test to Allow it to be
Delivered by Computer

Randolph Thrasher (FHEFHEHA$)

Jack Upshur and the presenter developed a two-

stage test, the Businessman’s English Test and

Assessment (BETA) in 1976.

(BETA 1) consists of 210-item multiple-choice

The first stage

questions of English structure, vocabulary, listening
comprehension and reading comprehension, and the
second stage (BETA Il ) consists of 5 writing tasks
and 2 face-to-face interviews. It has been used for
25 years but recently economic considerations have
necessitated plans be made to permit it to be
delivered by compﬁter and make part of it computer
adaptive. Prof. Thrasher pointed out two

problems: computer based questions and
maintenance of security. The dilemma of modifying
BETA lies in how to keep reliability and validity
high while reducing the cost of administering and
scoring the test. Test items should be treated in
line with the Item Response assumptions, and also a
broad pool of test items is needed. In modifying
BETA 11, telex questions WILL BE replaced with e-
mail tasks. Other issues about computer based
testing include keyboard skills, speaking TASKS,
how to inform test takers of the passage of time etc.
Aftér the presentation there was question about the
correlation between BETA and TOEIC from the
floor. .
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I-2-2: Peer Ratings in EFL Writing Course: User
Acceptance and Characteristics
Hidetoshi Saito (Hokusei Gakuen University)
Tomoko Fujita (Rikkyo University)
In order to achieve two purposes, that is, to
examine characteristics of peer writing ratings and
to study attitudes toward peer ratings, two presenters
addressed three research questions: 1) What are
similarities and differences among peer, self-, and
teacher ratings of EFL writing?; 2) Do students
like or dislike peer ratings?; and 3) Is students’
acceptance of using peer rating influenced by
receiving high ratings from teachers and peers?
The presenters conducted an experiment on 68
college students studying English writing at a
Japanese college. The students took a rater training
session and wrote 2 essays in one semester, each of
which was rated by 2 teachers, 3 peer students, and
the writers themselves with a 4-point rating scale.
Students made final revisions using peer and teacher
ratings and comments. They also completed a
questionnaire on the utility of peer rating. The
result shows that whereas peer and teacher ratings
were highly correlated, peer-self and teacher-self
ties were almost negligible. Students’ positive
attitudes toward peer ratings were revealed.
Neither teacher nor peer ratings influence students
acceptance of peer ratings. After the presentation,
questions about rater training sessions and topics of

essays were given by the floor.
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II-3: Classical and IRT Approaches to System
Feedback on Language Testing for University
Entrance
Steven Ross  (BIFG#BEA %)
Feedback systems for high-stakes examinations
such as those commonly used in Japan are largely
dependent on non-empirical, impressionistic cri-
tiques. These critiques are often given as a form of
test pre-administration moderation by committees of
language specialists, who often lack expertise in
SLA, language assessment, or psychometric theory.
Another approach is to invite post-administration
critiques from secondary school teachers or their
representatives, as well as those from cram schools.
While these types of critiques offer a modicum of
feedback, they cannot suffice to aid the creation of
comprehensive positive and negative feedback
systems for the cumulative betterment of entrance
examinations. The present paper outlines the use of
classical test item analysis and item response theory
approaches for the purpose of creating synchronic
and diachronic composites of language tests on
university entrance examinations. These composites,
it is argued, are essential for diagnosing test
malfunction, item weight determination, and test

tailoring.
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International Meeting of the Psychometric Society: IMPS-2001
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International Meeting of the Psychometric Society (IMPS-2001)

From July 15(Sunday) through July 19 (Thursday), 2001
Osaka University Convention Center, Osaka, JAPAN

Meeting schedule
July 15(Sunday) Evening: Welcome reception
July 16 (Monday) Sessions
July 17 (Tuesday) Sessions
July 18 (Wednesday) Sessions
PM: Excursion to Kyoto
Evening: Banquet in Kyoto
July 19 (Thursday) Sessions
July 20 (Friday; holiday) Optional tour to Nara
Registration fees
On or BEFORE May 1, 2001 AFTER May 1, 2001
Members* 20,000 Japanese Yen 25,000 Japanese Yen
Non-members 25,000 Japanese Yen 30,000 Japanese Yen
Students** 10,000 Japanese Yen 15,000 Japanese Yen

(Currency Conversion by Yahoo.com)

* include members of the societies sponsoring IMPS-2001. (We, JLTA, are one of them.)
** A copy of student ID is required upon registration for Student registration.

Conference site

Osaka University Convention Center (about 20km from the downtown Osaka)
One hour from the bullet train station (Shin-Osaka) by subway and monorail
Thirty minutes from Osaka (Itami) Airport (domestic) by monorail

Two hours from Kansai International Airport by train and monorail.

Registration and Accommodation

Please find information on website http://www.knt.co.jp/intltyo/imps/.

Correspondence

National Center for University Entrance Examinations
2-19-23, Komaba, Meguro, Tokyo, 153-8501 Japan

E-mail: imps@rd.dnc.ac.jp, Fax: +81-3-5478-1297
Haruo YANAI, Chair of the Organizing Committee

*For further information, visit the website at http://www.irrikkyo.ac.jp/imps2001/.
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