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Message from a new ILTA Secretary
Randy Thrasher (Okinawa Christian University)

I’'m still learning my job as secretary of ILTA and it is full of surprises. My first
surprise was to discover that ILTA has fewer members than JLTA. The Executive
Board has discussed ways of increasing membership and is setting up an on-line
membership application and renewal system. And there are several JLTA members
whose ILTA membership has lapsed.

Another surprise was to learn how chatty the Executive Board is. We are in nearly
daily email contact talking about all sorts of things and this talk is beginning to be
translated into action. The ILTA President, Dan Douglas, is trying to move the
association forward and we are making progress in a number of areas. You can see one
of the fruits of this labor if you take a look at the new on-line newsletter that started at
the beginning of May. Go to the ILTA homepage and click on the newsletter button.
At least initially, it is open to all—not just ILTA members. I think you will find the
debate between Brian Lynch and J.D. Brown particularly interesting. Liz Hamp-Lyons
and Vivien Berry have edited the newsletter and done an excellent job.

One problem that ILTA has faced is the lack of continuity. Except of the treasurer
and secretary who serve three-year terms, the rest of the Executive Board serve
one-year terms. This has meant that proposals made by one president are sometimes
not carried forward by the next one. We are attempting to deal with this problem by
submitting a proposal to have the president and vice-president serve two-year terms.
This will be discussed at the annual business meeting that will be held during LTRC
05 in Ottawa in July. We are also proposing bylaw changes that will allow LTRC to be
held in various parts of the world and not necessarily be tied to AILA and AAAL. We
hope that this change will make LTRC more international and not so tied to North
America. (To be continued to the next page)



(Continued) The Executive Board has
discussed so many issues that it is
impossible to mention them all. But my
brief participation in these discussions
has made me realize the debt JLTA owes
to Ohtomo-sensei and the other founding
members. Their wise leadership has
allowed our organization to avoid most
of the problems that ILTA is now trying
to solve. There are things that we can
learn from ILTA (the on-line newsletter
may be one thing worth imitating), but I
am thankful that my JLTA experience
has allowed me to make some useful
suggestions as ILTA secretary. I also
have a much deeper appreciation for the
work that our JLTA General Secretary,
Nakamura Yoichi-sensei, has done. As
ILTA secretary, 1 have to keep track of
fewer members than he does and have a
treasurer to help me, but I still sometimes
feel overwhelmed.
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Research Update
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Testing Meta Linguistic Awareness
S.J. Ross (BH#BEAF)

Much of traditional language
pedagogy is predicated on the
assumption that knowledge of language
structure — meta-linguistic awareness —
facilitates the processing, learning, and
eventual acquisition of a foreign or
second language (see Alderson, Clapham,
and Steel, 1997, for a study in the UK).

An issue for
research is the

language assessment
extent to which

‘meta-linguistic knowledge can be tested

independently of foreign or second
language proficiency. To this end, a
current project is underway to design a
meta-linguistic awareness measure for
Japanese learners of English.

A pilot battery of short sub-tests
devised to test Japanese undergraduates’
meta-linguistic knowledge of English
syllable structure, phonetic
representation,  syntactic  typology,
grammatical nomenclature, recognition
of structural ambiguity, lexical induction
of unknown words surrounded by

co-textual cognates with  English
(Esperanto), and a verbal memory
subtest adapted from the Modemn

Language Aptitude Test (Carroll and
Sapon, 1959), for a total of 84 items. The
pilot battery is designed to differentiate
meta-linguistic knowledge (phonetic
representation,  syntactic typélogy,
grammatical nomenclature) from
language learning aptitude (syllable
counts, ambiguity recognition, lexical
induction of Esperanto words, and verbal
memory). Specimen items are:

Syllables (& h):
‘Café’ contains syllable(s).
I)one 2)two 3)three 4) four
Phonetic Representation ( ¥ & & % )
‘Cried’
I)cleid 2)kle:d 3)cri:d 4)kraid
Syntactic Typology (3C%)
‘John loves pizza’



1)SV 2)SVO 3)SVOC 4)SVC
Grammatical Nomenclature (3C{%)

“The cat slept all day’

1) 4% 2) &&H 3) G
Ambiguity (£ )

A) She fears moving cars.

B) He danced at the party.

1)A 2)B 3)Both A& B 4)Neither A nor B
Lexical Induction (FBkHEHI)
‘La hundo estas bona’

1)bone 2)far 3)hungry 4)good

9 B

The pilot version of the Meta
Linguistic Awareness Test (META) was
given to 181 undergraduates, about 70 of
whom report spending at least one year
overseas. To this data set were added
TOEFL sub-test scores of all the students
so that an exploratory factor analysis of
aptitude, meta-linguistic awareness and
proficiency could be undertaken.

Internal consistency estimates (KR
20) were also made on the META,
aptitude sub-tests, and verbal memory
sub-test. These were:

META Aptitude Verbal Memory
.822 44 78
30 items 30 items 24 items
The exploratory factor analysis

revealed that proficiency, meta-linguistic
knowledge, and the aptitude subtests
load on different factors.

The varimax-rotated loadings suggest
that aptitude,
meta-linguistic knowledge are different
dimensions of linguistic knowledge.

proficiency, and

Indeed, verbal memory (not shown)
loads on a unique factor.

Factor Loadings Pldt

FACTOR(3)

Further research, with larger
sampling, will explore if META
converges with proficiency with learners
who have not experienced naturalistic
SLA (see lida, forthcoming). An
expanded version of META with more
items should provide a useful tool for
testing the hypothesis that
meta-linguistic knowledge developed in
Japanese junior and senior high schools
serves to propel further foreign language
learning in  cross-sectional  and
longitudinal studies. After all, the belief
that
necessary
conventional

meta-linguistic = knowledge s
: much  of
language pedagogy in
Japan, and yet precious little empirical
research is available to support this
fundamental assumption.

rationalizes
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Congratulations !

Dr. Bruno D. Zumbo received
the Samuel J. Messick
E‘ Memorial Lecture Award

JLTA £B Y & 5 Bruno D. Zumbo K
(TVF 4 yva-anr 7 KEHE)
A, 2005 4E B Samuel J. Messick
Memorial Lecture Award #=ZEXh 7=,
‘Validity’ 24 DFHIT R Mg
WEXLZRBF %27 L 728 Samuel J.
Messick BIRZFLSTHIHTHDIZDH
i, FkT A MV EOLBFTIHIZKE
REMRERTLHFSINEIHEEICEDS
NA3HLDTHD, Zumbo KDOFILEIE
LEHE, SEEt. ISREE. VY—FDFH
EREEHRALELOTHY, HEFEL
DEZES BT O, ISP EOEFEBMR.
FLTEET A MEARICHLRATNS,
SEED LTRC Tik, ZHX, #iR0E
437 (Reflections onValidity at the
Intersection of Psychometrics,
Scaling, Philosophy of Inquiry, and
Language Testing) . BIQRIY—7 3
vyZ7bFEEINTEY, JLTA 2B
Zumbo KD RNVE v v a2 REFICEZH
TehdFbENI L LR,
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LTRC {Z2W\T :
http://www. carleton. ca/ltrc/
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e The JLTA office would be grateful
if you could update us on your
recent achievements relevant to
the field of language testing and
evaluation. Any information on

your presentations, publications,

awards, and so forth would be
greatly appreciated. The relevance
of the information will be
evaluated by the office and given

in the newsletter in due course.
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