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It is not a gift
HRE— (BEAD

1979 45 10 A 29 H. Robert Lado {#+“English Teaching Today” &R 2iEHENE
R CRESNAZLITRo T, LL, BETHEFHEE AL, ZOHUZV N Lado 1#
EAEENDUIEL HETERLIARD, SRS EShiz, ZOILEMETENDRL T
f~7-, FDWRE, Charles C. Fries @ (1972) “On the Oral Approach” (ELEC) &)L D
MFalE AL, 20 THATEGLMELFHATR, A—F0 T Fa—F OER, £0iE
Wk7e P BEIRICELD N TV, LL, —FLDEEDNIZOE, REDOELDOES
Ealc,

K3 EEF T, 5 RBE. MRVEHL O, BEETHMBR21HT, BHICE
Z BN R AR B E RO BZELETIC, BRI AR X0 EAHIT T
720 RAEMULERL T, EBSTOTHH TEApd 0T, LA, I believe that real
human freedom of any kind must be won; it is not a gift. £\ H—LEFA T, —KUZEPE
BT L5 RN LT, To be free is to be able to do the things I desire. This kind of freedom I
must win for myself. L#e<, FLODOELE RKENZFAT,

FRETIOREDEALLIRNKEAE |12 o123, KRBT T REICBMT DI85
1o, FRAEENRIER B 2O T 4 FERrb, ZOREZBEL, TZARRE, [MIZed
/uflj LHESTWEREL, b BRIV THLE, 2B BL, KEITHHIL

i%ﬁ J’Nhof:o SIMBIRNZETEDLIT, FINToNZETEBITTE ST,

3@5% BHRESRTE | LV ORI ZEERR ST O F %I Lado DR R Z 5| H L7,
“Valid assessrnent of proficiency and competence should be provided at all stages and levels,
while tests of extreme difficulty or doubtful validity should be discouraged or abandoned
altogether because of their adverse effect on motivation and selection.” (The Daily Yomiuri
Thursday, Nov. 1. 1979) S#E7AME, bL2L7z5 the things [ desire 2>bAAALEVNESE
WERD TV,

“On the Oral Approach” DFFIZ, S bAFNIKINCE Y ThDH, ZORmIIHEDR
Doteb. .. EEBYE EolTDRILDRHD,

(BRHEBOFHERHETTM, SHhib, ERISLLTHETEN, )
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9 A 19 BBEX¥ (FERMT)ICTE 8 BHL
EFekLnEpsSh, T—<IXIE8ET AL
LEDR Y —RYHE~DT I —F
Approaches to Validity of Language Testing), &
AN 100 28X, BREEIE 22 FHATOR
&lipot, REEFTERDKIF—KREE. A
RA—EEL. BIUOKRSEE I Y0780
LB RREOFEEELL, F-SB/ERHLT
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Approaches to the Validation of
Language Tests for College Admissions
Steven, J. Ross (Kwansei Gakuin Uni.)

The number of 18-year-olds has dropped and
society anticipates a further decline along with the
declining fertility rate. Such a social-milieu
validates this study. The validity consequences of
alternative admissions and the findings of this
research showed that the screening system of
candidates to universities could be a significant
predictive variable to the students’ school
achievement.

If Japanese universities continue to admit more
students, it is predicted that eventually all high
school graduates who apply for college will be
admitted. As the 18-year-old age cohort shrinks,
so too does the number of qualified students. This
study investigates to what extent the four types of
college admissions focusing on 938 students might
differ in language proficiency growth, Grade Point
Average (GPA), and motivational climate at
school.

In this study, three criteria after admissions
were focused on as the consequences of alternative
admissions: a) absolute differences in proficiency
growth accruing from language instruction as well
as the maintenance of grade point average; b) the
impact of language proficiency and achievement
motivation on success in subsequent English-
medium content courses; ¢) continued self-
selection of undergraduates in English-medium
content courses. ‘

The analysis of the 938 students’ quantitative
data using Structural Equation Modeling (SEM)

in achievement (+.081%) and a high gain in
proficiency (+8.79%). The Returnees group
showed the highest decline in achievement
(-5.51%) and a plus gain proficiency (+5.25%).
The last group defined as the Early Decision group
showed a minus gain in achievement (-2.73%) and
the highest gain in proficiency (+10.8%). The
results were interpreted as predictive variables for
self-selection and success in English-medium
content courses.

This study suggests that the admission system
may be a significant factor to differentiate the
students’ academic performance and it implies that
selecting the most effective admission system
could be a key to success in higher education in
Japan. A further expanded study could be
designed by adding an unexplored variable of
“success” in job hunting in the hypothesized
interrelationships.

Reported by Soo-im Lee (Ryukoku University)

Applying Rasch Measurement to
Entrance Exams

Eton Churchill (Kanagawa University)
David Aline (Kanagawa University)

This study investigates whether test-score
interpretations have equal construct validity and
reliability for test-takers. Construct-irrelevant
factors in terms of content bias that might cause
“unfairness” among the test-takers were revealed
as the findings of this study. 3,968 examinees’ test
data was analyzed using the Rasch Model, a
one-parameter item response theory to identify
comparative difficulty, item fit, and discrimination.
The Rasch Model is one that assumes all items are
equally discriminating and that items are not
answered correctly by guessing. In this study, a
couple of problem items were found and the
following is one example: “Item 5.9: The Smiths
are very (a. sociable b. society c. solitary d.
sophisticated) people, and they love to give parties
every now and then.”

The Differential Item Functioning (DIF) of this
item was revealed to be problematic. The question
above could be a culturally biased question for
Japanese test takers. The Japanese test-takers
might imagine that the Smiths are rich enough to
have a big house and they might be socially
sophisticated. The DIF analysis revealed that
many high language proficiency learners among
the test-takers chose (d) as their answer. DIF
analyses require that examinees be matched in
terms of relevant knowledge before their
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summarization and free recall as completed by
learners of Japanese as a foreign language at five
universities in the United States. Two e-mail
messages were written in Japanese that were
designed to be at the level of Grade 3 for the
Japanese Language Proficiency Test. The tasks
were rated by five native speakers of Japanese
who had some experience of teaching Japanese
and had received two rater training sessions for the
study. Generalizability and confirmatory factor
analyses were conducted to test the reliability of
the measures and the distinctiveness of constructs
measured by the rating scales involved. Both
summarization and free recall tasks were reliable,
but the latter worked better. Meanwhile, the
constructs measured by separate rating scales were
partially overlapped, calling for further refinement
of the rating scales and the rating design.
Implications for future research were suggested,
including the manipulation of task variables,
studies with larger Ns, different language
proficiency levels and languages, and the
comparison of other task types.

Reported by Ken Norizuki (Shizuoka Sangyo

University)

Group Oral Testing: Amount of Floor

Time and Score Variance

Miyoko Kobayashi (Kanda University of
International Studies)

Alistair Van Moere (Lancaster University)

25 randomly selected groups of 3 to 4 EFL
speakers were recorded. Tallies of turn-taking and
length of speech turns by each group participant
were made. Analytic ratings on the Kanda English
Placement Test (KEPT) were used as the
dependent variable in subsequent regression
analyses. Number of recorded turns, number of
words spoken, gender, teachers’ prediction of
speaking ability, and the interaction of word and
turns were used as predictors in a linear regression
model. Results of the regression analysis based on
group interaction data suggested that only fluency
co-varied with the oral subtest of the KEPT. In the
larger model, gender and teacher expectations
added small but significant amounts of variance to
the regression model. Issues of how group size
differences may affect opportunities for group
members’ contribution turns were raised by the
audience and were the main focus of discussion.
Reported by Steven J. Ross (Kwansei Gakuin

University)

Application of Toulmin Argument
Structure to the Case of TOEIC Validity
Mark Chapman (Hokkaido University)

Toulmin argument structure (TAS) is he{e.applied
to published accounts supporting the validity of
TOEIC. In this approach, data (evidence) are
linked to validity claims via warrants (logical
bridges between data and clams). Backing and
qualifiers serve in the Toulmin argument structure
as auxiliary conditions serving to bolster or limit
the warrants. Rebuttals are evidence-based counter
claims that serve to weaken existing validity
claims. In demonstrating the TAS, Mr. Chapman
compared published subjective reviews of TOEIC
item content with counter claims about business
content domain coverage. Mr. Chapman then
contrasted ETS claims and warrants in support of
TOEIC reliability and validity with specimens of
institution-specific internal consistency estimates
and three product-moment correlations between
TOEIC and other measures of English proficiency.
The content-domain reviews and sample of lower
than predicted correlations between TOEIC were
presented as prima facie evidence in support of a
rebuttal of TOEIC validity. Discussion touched on
a number of topics, including the power of large
test enterprises in Japan and criteria for empirical
data serving as an adequate basis of rebuttal in the
TAS framework.

Reported by Steven J. Ross (Kwansei Gakuin Univ/)

A FACETS analysis of a performance
test measuring EFL pronunciation
Hiroko Yoshida (Osaka Jogakuin University)

In this presentation Dr. Yoshida discussed the
usefulness of multifaceted Rasch analysis for
validation of pronunciation assessments used in
EFL classrooms. Sixty Japanese EFL students’
performance scores on two pronunciation tasks
that required them to read aloud a prose and a
dialogue were rated by three L1 English
instructors and three L1 Japanese instructors.
Results of a multifaceted Rasch analysis were
presented in terms of research questions
concerning the task difficulty, rater severity and
consistency, as well as presence of bias in the
ratings. The results showed (1) presence of
considerable difference in difficulty across the two
task types (prose vs. dialogue), three different
features assessed (segmentals, suprasegmentals
and paralinguistic features), and individual items;
(2) raters’ consistency and their difference in
severity, and (3) presence of significant bias
reflecting raters’ interaction with person abilities,
tasks and items, as well as tasks’ interaction with
items, raters, and person abilities. After the
presentation a question was raised regarding the
large rater bias detected, and several reasons were
discussed between the presenter and the audience
in relation to issues such as the model fit and the
number of raters employed.



Reported by Yasuyo Sawaki (Educational Testing
Service)
The effects of task types on listening test
performance: A retrospective study
Yo In’nami (University of Tsukuba)

Mr. In’nami presented preliminary results of his
study designed to address the process of
completing listening test tasks based on three task
types: multiple-choice, open-ended and summary
gap-filling. In total 406 Japanese EFL learners
participated in this study. Forty-six of the
participants provided immediate retrospection on a
set of listening performance test tasks consisting
of the three task types based on three texts. The
listening texts and accompanying multiple-choice
listening tasks were adopted from past exam
papers of UCLES Main Suite, and the open-ended
and summary gap-filling tasks based on the same
texts were newly developed. The learners’
immediate retrospection was coded by two coders
in terms of the number of AS-units recalled. The
main results discussed were those from an
ANOVA analysis, where the number of AS units
recalled was compared across the three task types
and the learners’ language proficiency levels. The
results showed that, regardless of the task types,
learners of higher proficiency levels (the Vantage
level or above in the Common European
Framework) used more AS-units than expected,
whereas those at the lower proficiency levels (the
Breakthrough level or below) used less AS-units
than expected. Questions raised by the audience
after the presentation included the appropriateness
of looking into AS-unit recall to address process
of task completion as well as potential effects of
the difficulty of the texts used, which may account
for the learners’ relatively poor AS-unit recall for
the summary gap-filling tasks.

Reported by Yasuyo Sawaki (ETS)
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In recognition of Mary Spaan's contributions to
the field of language testing for more than three
decades at the University of Michigan, the English
Language Institute has initiated the Spaan
Fellowship Fund to provide financial support for
those wishing to carry out research projects related

SPAAN FELLOWSHIP
For Studies in Second or Foreign
Language Assessment

/




to second or foreign language assessment and
evaluation. The Spaan Fellowship has been
created to fund up to six annual awards ranging
from $3,000 to $4,000 each.

These fellowships are offered to cover the cost of
data collection and analyses, or to defray living
and/or travel expenses for those who would like to
make use of the English Language Institute's
resources to carry out a research project in second
or foreign language assessment or evaluation.
These resources include the ELI Testing and
Certification Division's extensive archival test data
(ECCE, ECPE, MELAB) and the Michigan
Corpus of Academic Spoken English (MICASE)
(see www.lsa.umich.edu/eli/).

Applications are welcome from anyone with
research and development interests related to
second or foreign language assessment and
evaluation, especially those interested in analyzing
some aspect of the English Language Institute's
suite of tests. Spaan Fellows are likely to be
international second or foreign language
assessment specialists or teachers who carry out
test development or prepare testing-related
research articles and dissertations; graduate
students from one of Michigan's universities who
are studying linguistics, education, psychology, or
related fields; and graduate students in foreign
language assessment or psychometrics from
elsewhere in the United States or abroad.

Applications should consist of a resume and a
one to two page application letter explaining the
nature and value of the proposed research project.
Student applications should include at least one
academic reference. Proposals should describe a
project that is practical and achievable. General
exploratory schemes will not be funded. The
selection committee will also consider the
proposal's relevance to language assessment as
well as clarity and coherence of its rationale,
objectives, and method. Applicants also need to
show strong evidence of a commitment to
independent research, although ELI Testing and
Certification Division research staff can be
available in an advisory position. All Spaan
Fellows will be asked to prepare a final report of
the project that will be included in the annual
Spaan Fellow Working Papers in Second or
Foreign Language Assessment

Please send applications for the 2005 calendar
year by December 3, 2004 to:

Spaan Fellowships

English Language Institute, University of
Michigan

TCF Building 4

401 E. Liberty Street, Suite 350

Ann Arbor, Michigan 48104-2298 U.S.A.
Fax: (734) 763-0369.
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Email: Spaanfellow@umich.edu.

The 2005 selection committee currently consists
of Barbara Dobson, Mary Spaan, and Jeff S.
Johnson. The committee will announce the 2005
Spaan Fellows by December 17, 2004.

MR Obituary
ANERRIHE

Dr Kimura Shinji (1957-2004)
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@ The JLTA office would be grateful if you
could update us on your recent achievements
relevant to the field of language testing and

evaluation. Any information on your presentations,

publications, awards, and so forth would be

14

greatly appreciated. The relevance of the
information will be evaluated by the office and
given in the newsletter in due course.
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