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Message from New President

Randy Thrasher
(Okinawa Christian Junior College)

What do you expect to do as the president of
JLTA?

I realize that I have been given a huge
responsibility and I have been asked to fill the
shoes of one of the foremost testing scholars in
Japan. But through the hard work and leadership
of Ohtomo-sensei, JLTA has become a thriving
organization. We have a smoothly running
association and an active membership. Our
publications, research meetings, and projects are
all contributing to the improvement of language
testing in this country and abroad as well. So I
see my task as one of continuing in the present
direction and strengthening the initiatives that
we have undertaken.

What areas do you think need to be
strengthened?

The first one that comes to mind is the
workshops for teachers. We have had a number
of successful workshops but there are many
more teachers at all levels that could profit from
the combination of language testing theory and
practice that these workshops present. And I
hope the teaching material that has been
developed for the workshops (presently
available only in English) might be used as the
basis for the development of an elementary
textbook to be used by in-service teachers to
make up for the lack of adequate testing courses
in their certification program in college.

I believe that we also need to follow-up on the
tentative steps we have taken to reach out to our
testing colleagues in neighboring countries.
We often know what is happening in Britain or
North America better than we know about
testing in Korea or China.

And there are two projects that don’t need to
be strengthened so much as completed. We need
to finish the glossary of testing terms in English
and Japanese and get the work published.
Books and articles in Japanese continue to



appear in which a variety of terminology for the
same concept is used. One function of a
professional organization is to standardize the
terminology used in that field and this glossary
will enable us to do just that. We also need to
get the Code of Practice translated into Japanese
and publicized. At present there seems to be
more interest in JLTA’s COP abroad than there
is in Japan.

What do you see as the greatest challenge
facing the association?

Our central task is the on-going challenge of
finding ways to improve language testing in
Japan. We must continue our efforts in teacher
education, in the setting of standards, and in the
deepening of language testing research. We
have made progress in all three areas but
particularly in education and research, there is
much more that needs to be done.

reluctance before
Why did you

You expressed some
agreeing to become president.
hesitate to take this job?

I wasn’t convinced that a non-Japanese, even if
he had been working in Japan for 45 years,
should become the head of a professional
organization in this country. 1 was particularly
worried because I lack the depth of connections
with the Japanese academic establishment that
Ohtomo-sensei has. But I was convinced by
others that my lack of connections would
encourage members with such connections to
become more involved in JLTA to compensate
for my lack in this area. I think that what those
who were encouraging me to take this position
were saying was that JLTA is now strong
enough to have someone like me at the top and
there may even be some benefits.

What are your expectations of the JLTA
membership?

It is my hope that more members will become
active in the organization. We need people
willing to serve on the committees that provide
the services we all have come to expect from

JLTA. And I expect to see a continuation of the
increase in the quality of the research that our
members are conducting. A clear sign of this
increasing quality of scholarship was the
recognition of Miyoko Kobayashi, of Kanda
University of International Studies at LTRC
2004. Her paper, which had appeared in
Language Testing, was awarded the prize as the
ILTA Best Paper. A number of JLTA members
have published in Language Testing and will be
publishing in the new Language Assessment
Quarterly, but I believe this is the first time one
of our members has won the prestigious Best
Paper award. I'm proud to head such a fine
association of scholars.
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The 8th (2004) JLTA Annual
Conference Call for Papers

Date: September 19 (Sunday) 2004.

Place: Reitaku University
2-1-1 Hikarigaoka, Kashiwa-shi, Chiba,
277-8686

Theme:
Approaches to Validity of Language Testing

The Japan Language Testing Association
(JLTA) invites presentation proposals for its
annual conference to be held in Chiba on
September 19, 2004.

Presenters will have 30 minutes to present their
paper, followed by 10 minutes for discussion.

Submission Requirements:

Please prepare a 250-word (or 500- Japanese
-character) abstract, including your name,
affiliation, title of your presentation and contact
information, and send it to the following address
by E-MAIL:

shima@educ.kumamoto-u.ac.jp (Hiroshi
Shimatani) .
The file name should be “JLTA 2004
Submission.” The deadline for submission of
presentation proposals is July 10, 2004.
Notification will be sent by e-mail by July 31,
2004.

Advertisements and Exhibitions:

Advertisement (half page of A4 size paper)

JLTA Members Non-Members  Deadline
¥5,000 ¥10,000 July 31
Advertisement (one page of A4 size paper)
¥10,000 ¥20,000 July 31
Exhibition (one long table)

JLTA Members Non-Members  Deadline
¥20,000 ¥40,000 Aug. 20

For further information, please contact the
JLTA Secretary General at the following
number:

TEL 026-275-1964,

FAX 026-275-1970 or e-mail:

youichi@avis.ne.jp (Youichi Nakamura) .
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[ 2004 JALT Pan-SIG Conference J

May 22-23, 2004
Tokyo Keizai University (Kokubunji Campus)
Themes:
1. Foreign Language Assessment: Means and
Ends
2. Pragmatics: The Current Trend
3. Exploring Practical English Teaching
Plenary Speakers:
Dr. Andrew Cohen (University of Minnesota)
Dr. Jenny Thomas (University of Wales)
Featured Panelists:



Andrew Cohen, JD. Brown, Yoshinori
Watanabe, Sachiko Kondo & H. Molloy
Colloquia:

Conversational Analysis (chaired by Dr.
Gabi Kasper)

Applying Rasch Measurement Theory to
University Entrance & Placement
Examinations (with C. Weaver, R.
Romanko, J. Sick, D. Aline, & E.
Churchill)

For more information:
www.jalt.org/pansig/2004/
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Below is a contribution from Professor Thrasher.

Should you have any useful information like
this, please do let us know. To quote: “Are you
aware of the CAT tutorial available at
http://edres.org/scripts/cat/catdemo.htm? I
learned of it from Katsumi Yuasa and think it is
a good quick overview. This is the sort of
information that it would be good for all JLTA
members to have.” Below is an excerpt from the
site.

An On-line, Interactive, Computer Adaptive
Testing Tutorial, 11/98
(http://EdRes.org/scripts/cat)
Lawrence M. Rudner
Welcome to our online computer adaptive testing
(CAT) tutorial. Here you will have the opportunity
to learn the logic of CAT and see the calculations
that go on behind the scenes. You can play with an
actual CAT. We provide the items and the correct
answers. You can try different scenarios and see
what happens. You can pretend you are a high ability,
average or low ability examinee. You can
intentionally miss easy items. You can get items
right that should be very hard for you.
Tﬁis tutorial assumes some background in statistics
or measurement. However, I hope even the novice
will be able to follow along.
Table of Contents

How the demo works

Suggested activities

This item set

Let's get started (This is where the CAT
;.tarts]

Backeground
What and why CAT

Some terms
A little about Item Response Theory
Logic of CAT
Reliability and Standard Error
Potential & Limitations of CAT
Key Technical and Procedural Issues
nteractive IRT mini-tutorial (Generate graphs of
item response functions.)
Search ERIC database on CAT

methodolo

Additional internet resources
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€ The JLTA office would be grateful if you
could update us on your recent achievements
relevant to the field of language testing and
evaluation. Any information on your presentations,
publications, awards, and so forth would be

greatly appreciated. The relevance of the
information will be evaluated by the office and
given in the newsletter in due course.
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