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5% 1 “Validation in Language Testing and
Teaching - a long and winding road”
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No.15 How long has Natsuko been in New
Zealand?
A.one week  B. two weeks
C.one month D. two months
No.16 In New Zealand, Natsuko wears a
A .white shirt, blue skirt, black shoes.
B. white shirt, green skirt, brown shoes.
C. blue shirt, blue skirt, brown shoes.
D. white shirt, green skirt, black shoes.
No.17 Natsuko says that in New Zealand, the
skirt is
A.long - B. short

C. expensive D. uncomfortable
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LANGUAGE ASSESSMENT ETHICS
CONFERENCE

Dates: May 16-18, 2002

Location: Sheraton Hotel, Pasadena, California
Hosted by: California State University, Los Angeles
Partially funded by: TOEFL Grant Award

Keynote speakers: Sharon Bishop (California State
University, Los Angeles), Alan Davies (University
of Edinburgh)

Other Presenters (include):
Liz Hamp-Lyons (Hong Kong Polytechnic
University), Fred Davidson (University of lllinois,
Urbana-Champaign), Brian Lynch (Portland State
University)

General topics for presentation:

Ethics and fairness, Ethics and test development
and use, Ethics and social responsibility, Ethics,
professional conduct and standards, Ethics and
training assessment professionals, Western and non-
Western ethics and assessment

The following abstract, submitted by Professor
Randy Thrasher, has been accepted by the organizers.
And Professor Randy Thrasher will make a
presentation at the conference, as a representative of
the JLTA.

‘The role of a Language Testing Code of Ethics
in the Establishment of a Code of Practice’

After the ILTA Code of Ethics was adopted, the
then ILTA President, Alan Davies, asked the Japan
Language Testing Association (JLTA) to try to
develop a code of practice that would be suitable for
Japan. The task has turned out to be more
formidable than first envisioned, but work is
progressing. This paper reports on the progress that
has been made and especially the role the ILTA Code
of Ethics has played in deciding what to include in a
code of practice and how to justify the practices we
have included. This paper explores the claim that
justification on grounds of being good testing
practice or fitting current test theory does not provide
as effective an argument with test developers and the
test using public as ones based on test ethics. The
relationship between the ILTA Code of Ethics and
the JLTA Code of Practice will be illustrated with
examples from the draft code that is being developed
by JLTA.

Randy Thrasher (International Christian
University) JLTA Vice President, Chair, JLTA
Language Testing Code of Practice committee
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Post script from Editor

Professor Yoshihiko lkegami characterizes
Japanese as a ‘be-language’ and English as a
‘do-language.”  Whichever language we may
use, though, we love to ‘predict’ what is going to
happen next, and worse, we are very likely to
worry about it. This seems to be a universal
human tendency. We may need on occasion to
sit back and reflect upon what we wish to do.
If you come up with any constructive
suggestions (certainly about language testing
and evaluation), please do share them by
submitting them to us for inclusion in this

newsletter (Wt).
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