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[1] Approaches to the Validation of Language Tests for College

Admissions

S.J. Ross (Kwansei Gakuin University)

As Japan’s population of high school graduates continues to decline, universities and colleges
are increasingly considering innovative alternatives to conventional testing for college
admissions. Like never before, opportunities for using alternative assessments in ‘high stakes’
language testing have become increasingly frequent. The validity consequences of alternative
admissions, however, have not been widely examined.

This paper presents a comparative post-matriculation analysis of undergraduates admitted via
conventional competitive exams and by the recommendation of high school teachers. The
comparisons are based on eventual growth in EFL proficiency and grade point average changes
over eight required foreign language courses. The validity of admissions decisions, it will be
argued, can be based on three criteria after admissions are made: a) absolute differences in
proficiency growth accruing from language instruction, as well as the maintenance of grade
point averages; b) the impact of language proficiency and achievement motivation on success in
subsequent English-medium content courses; ¢) continued self-selection of undergraduates into
English-medium content courses. For comparisons of long term growth in criterion a, latent
growth curves are fit for each subset of the 938 undergraduates sampled. The issue of the
relative impact of proficiency versus achievement in criterion b is addressed with the use of
covariance structure analysis.

Results of the growth and impact analyses suggest that admissions based solely on the
competitive examinations may yield undergraduates with higher starting proficiency which may
not convert itself into subsequent achievement. Recommended students, in contrast, show
strong growth slopes in proficiency and maintain steady levels of achievement.



[2] Applying Rasch Measurement to Entrance Exams

Eton Churchill (Kanagawa University)

David Aline (Kanagawa University)

While one of the most important milestones faced by Japanese learners of English is the
university entrance exam, analysis on these exams is seldom performed and even less frequently
reported. In this presentation, we share how we are using Rasch Measurement Theory in a post
hoc analysis to evaluate exam reliability and item fit, discrimination and difficulty. We first
present the persons map of examinee ability on item difficulty of our zenki (February) 2003
Entrance Exam (3,968 examinees) and discuss the overall difficulty and reliability of our exam.
We then compare the performance of specific item types (e.g., reading comprehension,
contextualized vocabulary matching and isolated grammar completion) focusing on comparative
difficulty, item fit and discrimination. We demonstrate how Rasch can be used to identify
problematic items, discuss factors that may be affecting item performance and present our
recommendations for future test writers. To supplement our discussion, we draw on analysis of
our 2003 koki (March) Entrance Exam (1,892 examinees). Finally, we share how, within the
constraints imposed by the exam writing process (e.g., no piloting, no item banking), we are
using our analysis to make better informed decisions about item types and overall test difficulty.
In conclusion, we suggest that post hoc Rasch analysis can be used to incrementally improve the
validity of entrance exams in Japan.



[3] Reasons for “Saying No” to Peer Assessment of EFL Presentations

Hidetoshi Saito (Ibaraki University)

A number of studies that have been conducted in both general education (Falchikov &
Goldfinch, 2000)and psychology (Fletcher & Baldry, 1999) including L2 fields (e.g., Patri,
2002; Saito & Fujita, 2004) in general lend support for psychometric validity of peer assessment.
Concerning student reactions, studies reported both positive and negative reactions to peer
assessment and peer review of writing (e.g., Amores, 1997; Cheng & Warren, 1997). Hardly
known is what leads students to feeling negative about peer assessment, however.

The present study examines factors that influence student negative reactions to peer assessment
of EFL presentations. One hundred one university students in Japan received instructions on
presentation skills, gave presentations, assessed peer performance, received feedbacks, and
filled in a questionnaire on which students indicated their attitude towards peer assessment.
Based on the results of the questionnaire, sixteen students who reacted negatively to the
guestionnaire were interviewed by two trained graduate students.

Interview data were all transcribed and qualitatively analyzed. Two critical concepts emerged
from the analysis: students as poor disciples, who committed rating errors, knowing their own
biases and looseness in rating, and the teacher as the master, who are knowledgeable and only
ones whom they can trust as far as grading is concerned. Although students understood the
benefits of assessing peer performance, various external (e.g., traditional roles) and internal
attributes (e.g., lack of experience) seem to mitigate their acceptance of assessing peers.



[4] Aspiration Factors Affecting TOEIC Score Gains: Influences of

the Peer Group

Yoko Kozaki  (Part-time Lecturer, Mukogawa Women's Univ.)
S.J. Ross (Kwansei GakuinUniv.)

Sumie Matsuno (Part-time Lecturer, Nagoya Univ.)

As growing importance has been placed on English proficiency for career development,
career-related aspiration may be becoming one factor that influences college learners’ motive to
pursue study of language. In this study, we investigated not only the influence of learners’ own
aspiration but also that of their peers’ normative attributes on this construct on the L2
proficiency gains. With learners’ own aspiration being conceptualized as an individual
difference factor and their perceptions of their peers’ normative aspiration as a contextual factor,
we looked into how these two factors interact with each other, especially in ways to influence
learners’ L2 proficiency gains. As such, we generated the following two hypotheses:

Hypothesis 1: Learners’ aspiration directly and uniquely predicts their L2
proficiency gains.

Hypothesis 2: Learners’ perceptions of their peers’ aspiration influence their
own aspiration, which in turn lead to their L2 proficiency gains.

The 915 participants were students of three colleges in Japan, which showed different growth in
L2 proficiency. The L2 proficiency was measured by TOEIC/Bridge Test in a pre-instruction,
post-instruction design. The aspiration constructs were operationalized by the participants’
responses to survey items. Structural equation models were used to examine the significance of
the latent variable paths specified for the above hypotheses and to test the model fit.
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Kruse, H., Pankhurst, J., & Sharwood Smith, M. (1987). A multiple word association probe in
second language acquisition research. Studies in Second Language Acquisition, 9, 141-154.

Schur, E. (2003). An exploration of the structural properties of L2 vocabulary networks: A
graph theoretical approach. Unpublished PhD thesis, University of Wales Swansea.

Wilks, C., & Meara, P. (2002). Untangling word webs: Graph theory and the notion of density
in second language word association networks. Second Language Research, 18, 303-324.
Wolter, B. (2001). Comparing the L1 and L2 mental lexicon: A depth of individual word

knowledge model. Studies in Second Language Acquisition, 23, 41-69.
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[12] A Comparison of Summarization and Free Recall as L2 Reading

Test Tasks

Yasuyo Sawaki (University of California, Los Angeles)

The use of extended-response reading comprehension tasks has recently been proposed for
language assessment purposes. Potential advantages of this approach include the usefulness of
the detailed learner responses for diagnostic purposes and the absence of the effects of
reader-question interaction on reading performance, which complicates interpretation of test
results. The use of such tasks remains infrequent in assessment, however, due to the lack of
empirical validity evidence. To address this issue the present study compared two
extended-response  reading comprehension  task  types—summarization and free
recall—regarding the reliability of ratings and the structural relationships among the constructs
these task types tap into.

One hundred and eighty-eight university-level learners of Japanese as a foreign language in the
United States read two e-mail messages written in Japanese and completed summaries and free
recalls of each passage in English in two web-based testing sessions. Two independent raters
rated each summary or recall protocol by using analytic rating scales. A confirmatory factor
analysis (CFA) of the summary and recall ratings suggested that the recall tasks tapped into two
highly correlated and yet distinct constructs, comprehension and integration of main ideas vs.
comprehension of details, whereas the summary tasks assessed comprehension and integration
of main ideas only. Moreover, the CFA analysis and a generalizability analysis agreed that the
summarization task was associated with lower dependability of ratings. The raters’ verbal
protocols collected during the rating sessions suggested that this might be due to the increased
judgment of appropriateness of learner responses required of the raters for rating the
summarization protocols.



[13] Group Oral Testing: Amount of Floor Time and Score Variance

Miyoko Kobayashi (Kanda Univ. of International Studies)

Alistair Van Moere (Lancaster University)

Performance testing through group discussion is a promising test paradigm in that it is time- and
cost-effective. Moreover, it reflects real-world and classroom tasks, providing rich samples of
learners’ natural language use in interaction. However, the quantity and quality of such samples
largely depends on task conditions such as rater characteristics, rating scales, candidate
characteristics and interlocutors as well as the tasks themselves (Skehan 1998). Most research
so far conducted on oral assessment has examined interview format or pair-tasks, and very few
studies have investigated group discussions. The current study is part of a wider series of
research projects which investigate a range of variables related to this test format. The study
examines the performance of approximately 120 Japanese university students within about 40
separate small-group discussion tests, and explores whether there is any interaction between the
number of turns an individual takes, the length of turns, the learner’s relation within the test
group, the overall language proficiency level of the test group, and the group gender
configuration. All performances were video-recorded and transcribed. They were then analysed
both quantitatively and qualitatively and were compared with the raters’ holistic and analytic
grades. The data showed that the number of turns taken had no impact as a main effect, but the
number of words spoken did have an impact. This impact was particularly apparent in the
Communicative Skills and Fluency rating categories. These findings will have practical
implications for the future design and use of group discussion as an examination format.



[14] Application of Toulmin Argument Structure to the Case of
TOEIC Validity

Mark Chapman (Hokkaido University)

This paper will discuss a new approach to assessing the validity of TOEIC. At the Language
Testing Research Colloquium 2004, Lyle Bachman proposed the use of Toulmin argument
structure for the validation of language tests. This presentation will apply the framework
described by Bachman to the TOEIC. This new approach to language test validity and
utilization employs features of argument structure (backing, warrants, data, claims, inferences
and rebuttals) to investigate the issues of validity, test use, consequences and fairness.

The presenter will suggest that the TOEIC lacks validity as a test of the ability to communicate
in English. The usefulness and relevance of TOEIC scores in inferring the suitability of
Japanese corporate employees for positions requiring English proficiency will also be
guestioned. The consequences of corporations being excessively reliant on TOEIC scores at the
expense of more direct testing is another issue that will be addressed. The aim of this
presentation is to apply Bachman’s theoretical framework to a real test and language testing
situation (the use of TOEIC in Japanese companies). Bachman’s use of argument structure will
be presented as a step forward from Messick’s view of validity, in that Bachman’s model
provides for a more thorough examination of test utilization. It is hoped that this new model for
assessing test validity will come to be seen as more practical and useful than Messick’s
theoretical framework.



[15] A FACETS Analysis of a Performance Test Measuring EFL
Pronunciation

Hiroko Yoshida (Osaka Jogakuin College)

The present study examined the factors affecting pronunciation performance scores. A
total of 60 Japanese EFL college students read aloud two different materials (a prose
type reading and a dialog type reading) that are designed for diagnosing learners’
pronunciation problems, and audiotaped their readings. Their performances were rated
by three L1 English instructors and three L1 Japanese instructors. The assessment items
used were 15 items of three aspects of the sound system of General American English
(segmentals, suprasegmentals, and paralinguistic features). Segmental features included
vowel, diphthong, consonant, consonant cluster, and aspiration. Suprasegmentals
consisted of word stress, sentence stress, rhythm, intonation, and weak form.
Paralinguistic features included loudness, rate/tempo, smoothness, energy, and clarity.
The data were analyzed using Multifaceted Rasch Analysis (McNamara, 1996). The
questions asked include: (1) To what degree are the assessment items difficult? (2) Are
there any differences between L1 Japanese judges and L1 English judges in terms of
rater severity? (3) To what degree are judges consistent in assessing performances? (4)
Are there any differences in task difficulty between two different types of reading
material for examining pronunciation? (5) Are there any unique bias patterns specific to
examinees, items, and tasks? This study demonstrates the usefulness of Multifaceted
Rasch Analysis in assessing pronunciation performance that has been neglected in the
EFL classroom. It is hoped that the findings of this study will be incorporated into a
full-scale development of an instrument for evaluating pronunciation for English
instructors.



[16] The Effects of Task Types on Listening Test Performance:

A Retrospective Study

Yo In‘nami  (Graduate student, University of Tsukuba)

The increasing interest in outcome-based approaches to assessment in language testing
(e.g., Brindley, 1998; McKay, 2000) has heightened the need for more research on fair
testing by which more valid inferences can be drawn. Among many variables related to
test performance, of particular interest are the effects of task types (Chapelle, 1998;
Kunnan, 2000). Despite determined efforts to investigate how task types affect test
performance, most studies (Berne, 1992; Brindley & Slatyer, 2002; Kobayashi, 1995;
Rodriguez, 2003; Shohamy, 1984; Wolf, 1993) take only quantitative approaches to this
issue. Although a few studies use qualitative methods, they focus on independent task
types (multiple-choice tasks, Buck, 1991; matching tasks, Ross, 1997; cloze tasks,
Storey, 1997; multiple-choice tasks, Wu, 1998; gap-filling tasks, Yamashita, 2003) and
do not compare multiple task types directly. In addition, these studies use different
definitions of proficiency levels (in-house measures of proficiency, Storey;
impressionistic judgment, Wu; standard test scores, Yamashita) and thus it seems hard to
generalize the findings beyond their context.

The purpose of the present research is to examine qualitatively the effects of three task
types (i.e., multiple-choice, open-ended, and summary gap-filling tasks) on listening test
performance, taking the two limitations of the previous studies into account. The present
study specifically addresses how task types affect the cognitive processes of taking
listening tests and how their effects vary in accordance with the listening proficiency
levels of the Common European Framework (Council of Europe, 2001).
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