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Compar ison of attractiveness in multiple—choice and dichotomous judgement items
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This study is intended to clarify part of the judgement process of choice involved in grammar tests. We
focus in particular on two commonly used formats, multiple-choice and dichotomous judgement, and compare the
degrees of attractiveness with reference to the test-tekers’ bptoficiency levels. We have concluded that what
mul tiple—choice items require is a process of relative judgement of correctness among alternatives rather than
absolute grammaticality judgement.

The subjects were first and second year university students in Japan who have learnt English as a foreigh
language for apﬁroximtely 6 years. Half of them were asked to answer basic grammar questions in a
mltiple-choice format. These multiple-choice items were dmd into dichotomous judgement items and they
were presented to the other half of vthe subjects. For example, where a multiple~choice item is

* [MC1]___ was not surprising.
A For the man cried B So the man cried C. That the man oried D. The men cried
the corresponding dichotomous judgement items are

[DJ1]  For the man cried was not surprising. [DJ2]So the man cried was not surprising.

(DJ3}  That the man cried was not surprising. [DJ4]The man cried was not surprising
In other words, where one is asked to choose an option from among the suggested alternatives in amultiple-choice
format, one is asked to make a grammaticality judgement for each of the decomposed sentences in a dichotomous
judgement format. In order to avoid the proximity effect the decorposed sentences were placed separately among
other sets of decomposed sentences.

One of the noticeable results is that the probability of choosing an option in a multiple-choice item does
not necessarily show the same pattern as that of the corresponding dichotomous judgement items. In [MCIJ the
probability of getting the correct option, C, increases dramatically as the test-taker’s proficiency level
increases. The corresponding sentence, [DJ3], however, shows a flat probability pattern; it remains roughly
50% throughout proficiency levels.

Ve conclude therefore that different processes of evaluation are activated in the two formats — relative
and absolute judgements. A dichotomous judgement sentence whit_:h is B0% likely to be correct and 50% incorrect
may not be 50%. likel} to be chosen in comparison with other alternatives. Practically, we can also say that

a multiple-choice format does not provide acourate information about the test-takers’ judgement of

grammaticality on options.
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Does’ prepping . for a standardized test help?

Robb, Thomas (x###x%) Ercanbrack, Jay (ﬁﬂsﬁﬁkﬁﬁ)

Ross, Steven (B&E¥Btk%)

This research was designed to shed light on a long standmg question' Is direct study for standardized tests
an effective means of preparation, “or would the time be better spent smdyms general English skills? '

Some 400 students at Kyoto Sangyo Umverslty were divided into three treatments, direct TOEIC preparation,
Business English and General English.‘ A total of fourteen s‘ectiSns of students, including 8 sections of freshman
English majors, and 6 sections of freslitneti m‘jorins in other subject areas participated. The "TOEIC” groui)é .
used commercially available TOEIC preparatory nnterial the "Business” groups, working under the assumption
that such materials might be- equally effective, used EFL Business English texts, while the “General” groups

used standard four—skills mtenals All students received brief preparation, including a shortened practice .

version of the TOEIC, before teking the baseline TOEIC (I/P) examination in early May. The post-test was
adninistered at the end of the cotrse, in January 1997. »

. This presentanon vull start by outlining the existing l.iterature on the effects of direct test preparation
and will then proceed to describe.the current experiment including the results and implications.
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