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Reports on
The 17" Annual Conference of
JLTA
Sept. 21 (Sat), 2013

Waseda Campus, Waseda University

Theme: Ensuring Appropriate
Language Assessment Use in

Globalizing Society

Keynote Speech
Justifying the Use of Language
Assessment : Linking Test Performance
with Consequences

Lyle F. BACHMAN

(Professor Emeritus, University of
California, Los Angeles)

Lyle F. Bachman’s speech gave insight

into how and why test developers and test
users (decision makers) need to be
accountable for the uses of their
stakeholders  (the
individuals who will be affected in some

assessments to

way by the assessment and by the way it
is used). His comments reflected on the
findings from the edifying and fascinating
book—Bachman and Palmer’s (2010)
Language  Assessment in  Practice:
Developing Language Assessments and
Justifying their Use in the Real World
(Oxford University Press). He argued that
any approach to developing and using an
assessment  must begin  with a
consideration of accountability for the
consequences of assessment use. In other
words, we must be able to justify the uses
of our assessment. Therefore, we need to

provide a rationale for linking assessment



performance with assessment use. This
rationale, he explained, can be provided
by an assessment use argument (AUA).
AUA provides the design and development
the
framework for explicitly linking to test

of assessments, conceptual

takers” performance to our intended
decisions and consequences, and then
guides both test development and test
use.

Reported by Hideki IMURA

(Tokiwa University)

Symposium
Theme: Building an Argument for
Language Assessment Use in Japan
Coordinator: Yoshinori WATANABE
(Sophia University)
Panelists:
Yasuhiro IMAO (Osaka University)
Keita NAKAMURA
(EIKEN Foundation of Japan)
Yoshinori WATANABE (Sophia University)
Discussant: Lyle F. BACHMAN
(Professor Emeritus, University of
California, Los Angeles)
The symposium was about building
an argument for language assessment use
in Japan. It was intended to demonstrate
how an argument-based approach,
particularly an “Assessment Use Argument”
(AUA) 2005;

Palmer, 2010) could be implemented to

(Bachman, Bachman &
justify the use of language assessment in
the Japanese EFL settings.

The three panelists covered a variety
of topics, but they were in common in that
individual

they discussed their topics

based on the argument-based approach.

Imao talked about how we could improve
the
examinations. To this end, he proposed

use of university admission
practical suggestions such as conducting
needs analysis to clearly define constructs
for admission

necessary university

examinations. Nakamura introduced an
on-going research project to develop a
validity argument for Test of English for
Academic Purposes (TEAP). Based on the
results of the questionnaire administered
to high-school students and teachers, he
reported the extent to which the test
developers’ intentions are shared by
stakeholders and the introduction of the
new test could bring about changes.
that

is not enough to

Watanabe emphasized changing

assessment reform
education, and often test users do not
properly understand the intentions or
concepts (i.e., constructs) of a certain test.
He thus that

developers should communicate their

suggested assessment
intentions and basic principles must be
understood by test users.

Following the presentations by the
three panelists, Bachman summarized
issues raised in those presentations by
focusing on the communalities among
them: defining constructs, contexts, and
consequences of the test. He then
exemplified how AUA could streamline
these issues. Questions from the audience
followed, and they were related to the use
of tests such as TOEFL iBT for the purpose
of university admission examinations.

The symposium certainly gave some
food for thought to

practitioners alike about the way of

researchers and



implementing the argument-based

validation in an attempt to facilitate

appropriate use of language assessment.
Reported by Atsushi MIZUMOTO

(Kansai University)
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Overall Impression of This Year’s JLTA
Annual Conference

Reported by Takanori SATO
(Graduate School,
The University of Melbourne)

The 17th JLTA Annual Conference was
held in Waseda University. It was my
fourth time at the conference, and | had
several impressions different from the
past JLTA conferences | have attended.

One of the strongest impressions | had
was the increase in number of researchers
from different countries compared with
the past conferences. This year, papers
were presented by researchers from
Australia, China, France, Iran, Korea, the
UK, and Japan. The audience was also
composed of researchers from various
countries. In many paper presentation
sessions, foreign researchers actively
participated in Q&As and discussions. | felt
that Japanese researchers were
stimulated by their enthusiasm.

The plenary speech and symposium
were held in a huge room. A large
audience came in and keenly listened to
the speakers. | felt that the number of
participants was larger than that in past
JLTA  conferences. Interestingly, |
encountered some researchers not
specializing in language testing. | assumed
that this year’s conference was opened to
a wide range of people with different
interests (hopefully including language
teachers).

One memorable moment | had was in
the symposium, which was regarding the
application of Assessment Use Argument

in the Japanese context. At the end of the



symposium, an lranian researcher stated
that Iran and Japan had similar problems
regarding university entrance
examinations. Regrettably, we could not
deepen the discussion because of the time
constraint. Nevertheless, such
opportunities to exchange concerns and
discuss them from various perspectives
are essential for researchers to address
difficult problems, and | count myself
fortunate to have experienced it.

| found this year’s JLTA Annual
Conference more meaningful than the
past ones in that many researchers with
different backgrounds participated in the
conference, commented on one another’s
work, discussed concerns, and exchanged

opinions.

Report on

JLTA Workshop
Sept. 22 (Sun), 2013

Waseda Campus, Waseda University

Fundamentals of tem Response Theory
Jeffrey STEWART (Kyushu Sangyo
University, Cardiff University)
Aaron O. BATTY (Keio University,
Lancaster University)

This

fundamental

workshop was to offer us

knowledge about Item
Response Theory (IRT). It had two aims: to
describe the underlying principles of IRT
and to gain experience analyzing example

data sets.

Before explaining the principles of IRT,
the Test
Theory (CTT) and described the limitations
of CTT by comparing it to IRT. IRT has
advantages such as using shorter tests and

lecturers introduced Classical

offering a probabilistic method of
estimating person ability.

After gaining basic knowledge about
IRT, we analyzed example data sets
distributed by the lecturers using the Itm
package for R, running under the free,
open-source RKWard GUI. At first, the
data were examined using a traditional
Rasch model, with item discriminations
constrained to 1. After that, a 2-parameter
fit, by

1-parameter model,

model  was followed an
unconstrained
wherein the discrimination parameter is
allowed to be calculated from the data.
Finally, a 3-parameter model was
examined. It was advised that we use a
simpler model if we can, and use more
complex models only when we need to.

In IRT, levels of students are described
by “logits” to get a continuum of ability.
Under Rasch, all slopes are assumed equal.
If the slopes are too different, it indicates
that they misfit the model.

The lectures made every effort to
the IRT

understandable for those who did not

make complex theory of
have much knowledge about IRT. The
workshop included lots of group work at
the right time, and we had time to freely
discuss the topics with other attendees.
The examples used to explain the theory
was clear and easy to understand. The
lectures gave us opportunities to ask

guestions and gave us all the support we



needed when analyzing example data sets.
The workshop was slotted to last three
hours, which passed very quickly, and the
lecturers happily extended their
presentation by an additional 45 minutes
to address additional topics members of
the workshop had requested.

Reported by Ryoko FUJITA

(Graduate School, University of Tsukuba)
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Messages from the Secretariat
We appreciate your continued support
toward our association. Please send us

comments or inquires if you have any.

(1) From April 2014, the Secretariat will
move to Juntendo University, and the

following individuals will take care of

the work.
Secretary General: Rie KOIZUMI
(Juntendo University) [In charge of

research activities]
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Vice Secretary General Hideki IMURA
(Tokiwa University) [In charge of general
affairs]

(2) As we reported at the September

general meeting, we will begin
outsourcing some of the business
management in April 2014 along with
the move of the Secretariat. The
following outsourcing company will
often contact you directly in relation
to requests for yearly membership
and other

material delivery,

We selected the

fees,
related matters.
outsourcing company after comparing
several and examining their records.
Within our budget, we will outsource
some general affairs, accounting
affairs, and the printing and delivery of

our journals and newsletters:

JLTA administration office

Address: Academy Center, 358-5
Yamabuki-cho, Shinjuku, Tokyo
162-0801 Japan

Phone: 03-5937-0249
(+81-3-5937-0249 from abroad)

FAX: 03-3368-2822 (+81-3-3368-2822
from abroad)

E-mail : jlta-post@bunken.co.jp

(3) We are creating a “My Page” site in
which you can check and modify your
membership information and check
your yearly membership fee payment.
We will publicize this by the end of
March. Using this page, you will be
able to modify your personal details

such as your mailing address. We are



also to create a webpage displaying

newsletters and other materials

specifically for members.
(4) The bank account information for
paying the yearly membership fee will
be modified as follows. Use a payment
slip sent by post in June or transfer the
fee to JLTA’s new bank account (see
below) via direct deposit.

When you use a payment slip:
iR1TR L DOI5LRIT(ERIERET—
K :9900)
TEETER S
MAESR : BASEB TANES
AREE= : 00190-8-764781

When you making a direct transfer to
JLTA’s bank account:
Bank : Japan Post Bank
Bank code:9900
Branch code:019
Deposit type: current account
Branch : O—7 & (Y04F+1
)
Account number: 0764781
Account holder:Japan Language
Testing Association

(5) We will strictly apply the following rule
from the next academic year and send
you a notification both by e-mail and

by post.

If you have not paid the vyearly
membership fee for two years, we will

halt postal delivery. You may still use

-ZZ.

“My and obtain

information by e-mail.

your Page”
If you have not paid the vyearly
membership fee for three years, we
will halt postal delivery, terminate

usage of your “My Page,” and
discontinue sending information by
e-mail.

Rie KOIZUMI (JLTA Vice Secretary

General, Juntendo University)
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e-mail: youichi@avis.ne.jp

URL.: https://jlta.ac.
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